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Inter regains Serie A crown; Real makes Barcelona wait
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Inter regains Serie A crown;
Real makes Barcelona wait

EURO LEAGUES

ence France-Presse
MILAN

Inter Milan won its third
Serie A title in six seasons,
and 2ist overall, on Sunday
thanks to a comfortable
2-0 win over Parma at a ju-
bilant San Siro.

Marcus Thuram’s side-
footed finish just before
half-time set Inter on its be-
fore Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s
second-half goal put the
Scudetto beyond doubt.

With three matches left,
Inter has a 12-point lead ov-
er reigning champion Na-

poli and 15 more than
third-placed AC Milan.

Less than a year after
losing the 2025 title race by
a point and collapsing to a
5-0 humiliation by Paris
Saint-Germain  in  the
Champions League final,
Inter is back at the top.

In LaLiga, Vinicius Ju-
nior struck twice for Real
Madrid in a 2-0 win over
Espanyol on Sunday to
make leader Barcelona
wait to be crowned cham-
pions.

The Catalans would
have completed the title
defence if Real dropped
points, but Alvaro Arbe-
loa’s side trimmed the gap

on Barca to 11 points, with
four matches remaining.

The results: Serie A: Juventus 1
(Vlahovic 62) drew with Verona 1
(Bowie 34); Inter Milan 2 (Thuram
45+1, Mkhitaryan 80) bt Parma 0.
LalLiga: Getafe 0 lost to Rayo
Vallecano 2 (Camello 38, Nteka
73); Real Betis 3 (Hernandez 22,
58, Abde 45) bt Real Oviedo 0;
Espanyol 0 lost to Real Madrid 2
(Vinicius 55, 66).

Premier League: Aston Villa 1
(Buendia 90+6) lost to Tattenham
2 (Gallagher 12, Richarlison 25).
Bundesliga: Freiburg 1 (Lienhart
75) drew with Wolfsburg 1
(Koulierakis 55); Borussia
Moenchengladbach 1 (Tabakovic
88) bt Borussia Dortmund 0; St.
Pauli 1 (Ceesay 87) lost to Mainz 2
(Tietz 6, Mwene 40).

O5M. Inter regains Serie A crown; Real
makes Barcelona wait

'&iETﬁﬁ?_{\_rﬂ?ﬂSerieA@?lﬁ;ﬁ'qﬁ
A TIRfAHT ®1 gaeR ST

e Inter Milan won its
third Serie A title in six
seasons, and 21st overall,
on Sunday thanks to a
comfortable 2-0 win over
Parma at a jubilant San
Siro.
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05M | SC brings survivors of forcible ingestion of acid in RPwD Act
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05M | SC raps Odisha courts for ‘odious’ bail conditions to Adivasi people
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SC brings survivors
of forcible ingestion
of acid in RPwD Act

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday included persons
who were forcibly adminis-
tered acid within the defi-
nition of “acid attack vic-
tims” under the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016.

The 2016 law recognised
only victims of acid-throw-
ing, and not forcible acid
ingestion. It accepted both
the act of acid-throwing
and the administration of
acid as offences punisha-
ble with imprisonment
from 10 years to a life sen-
tence under Section 124
(voluntarily causing grie-
vous hurt).

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi said the
reading into of survivors of
forcible administration of
acid in the category of
“acid attack  victims”
would be deemed to be op-
erative retrospectively
from the inception of the
Act in 2016.

Benefits apply
The deemed recognition
would aid victims of forci-
ble acid ingestion to claim
disability benefits due un-
der the 2016 Act.
Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Union government,
said the nodal Ministry had

The court has
suggested framing a
comprehensive

olicy framework to
protect the survivors

already forwarded the pro-
posed amendment in the
Schedule of the 2016 Act to
the Ministry of Legislative
Affairs.

Though Mr. Mehta
urged the court to wait for
the Ministry to initiate the
amendment, senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi, ap-
pearing for petitioners,
successfully pleaded the
court to flex its plenary
powers under Article 142.

“The victims mostly, if
not all, are women. Till the
Schedule of the 2016 Act is
changed, the Supreme
Court must pass an order
under Article 142 to in-
clude not only persons on
whom acid was thrown but
also those who suffered the
extreme agony of having to
forcibly ingest acid in the
category of ‘acid attack vic-
tim’. There is some mone-
tary support given to them
under the Act and they are
issued an identity card...,”
Mr. Rohatgi submitted.

The court had suggested
framing a comprehensive
policy framework to pro-
tect the survivors, who re-
quire extensive and contin-
uous medical treatment.

TS AT ghar

05M. SC brings survivors of forcible ingestion of
acid in RPwD Act

FA F1E F STater viAs Rare s difgat #r RPwD
g & anfae fFar

e The Supreme Court on Monday included persons who
were forcibly administered acid within the definition of “acid
attack victims” under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016.

FNA HIE A THATR 1 37 cqTFcrdl i, e STl TRlrs femar
1T, “acid attack victims” T IRHNT H eMfAe fohaT, ST Rights of

Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 & dgd 3T gl

e The 2016 law recognised only victims of acid-throwing, and
not forcible acid ingestion.

2016 & elel & dhael acid-throwing & NEAT S AT & oY, 7
% STeReT acid ingestion & fSdl |

e |t accepted both the act of acid-throwing and the
administration of acid as offences punishable with imprisonment
from 10 years to a life sentence under Section 124 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt).

g9 acid-throwing 31X vf&s Rems gIAT T 3TORTT ATAT, S
Section 124 msﬂraitqgman & dgd 10 ¥ I oo ettt
FRIATH dh T Toll T 3T & |

e A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Joymalya
Bagchi said the reading into of survivors of forcible administration
of acid in the category of “acid attack victims” would be deemed to
be operative retrospectively from the inception of the Act in 2016.

HR o FET =T FAHIa 3R e SiaaArey aerh Hr die
o g o STata vias AT a1 fgdi &1 “acid attack victims” &1
Aot & A HIAT 2016 H HTATATH Y &3 J &Y

retrospectively ole] HTAT S|

Benefits apply

e The deemed recognition would aid victims of forcible acid ingestion to claim disability
benefits due under the 2016 Act.

Ig AT ST’ Ufas Renw a7 ffat & 2016 3T F dgd fAee arel disability
benefits T gTaT Hlel H A LI
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e Till the Schedule of the 2016 Act is changed, the Supreme Court must pass an order under

Article 142 to include not only persons on whom acid was thrown but also those who suffered
the extreme agony of having to forcibly ingest acid in the category of ‘acid attack victim’.

SIS e 2016 TTAITIZH I 3o & seelrd Ag1 grdT, GHIH HIE HT Article 142 3 T T
TR AT AITET ATfeh oT hdel 31 91T T AT fohaT ST TieT uX vf&E therr 913, Sfes 37
ST T 37 enfder fonar ST g Steet vidis Remar 31k Siegier srcafeie dier steln|

SC raps Odisha courts for ‘odious’
bail conditions to Adivasi people

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

When the Odisha judiciary
set “odious” bail condi-
tions, such as cleaning pol-
ice stations for two
months, for members of
Adivasi and Dalit commun-
ities, it suggested that judg-
es had a “regressive mind-
set” and caste-based
biases, the Supreme Court
said on Monday.
“Assuming that such
conditions were imposed
inadvertently or without
any premeditated bias, the
nature of the condition is
so abhorrent, degrading,
and unknown to law that it
carries the potential to cast
a serious aspersion, sug-
gesting that the Odisha Jud-
iciary is afflicted by a caste-
based bias,” a Bench of
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi observed in a se-

@

S

=

SC directs the Registrar General
of Orissa HC to file compliance
report in four weeks.

ven-page order.

The subjects of these
bail conditions were
around 40 indigenous peo-
ple facing criminal charges
after their protest against
the acquisition of their
land for a Vedanta Group
bauxite mining project in
Rayagada and Kalahandi
districts allegedly turned
violent. Some of them
were subsequently allowed
bail by various courts in
the State. However, a range

of bail conditions were
thrust upon the accused in
return for exercising their
fundamental right to per-
sonal liberty.

‘Bad name to judiciary’
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, who had taken suo
motu cognisance of the or-
ders imposing “obnox-
ious” and “unprecedent-
ed” these bail conditions,
said they had brought a
bad name to the judicial in-
stitution itself. The Bench
noted that, between May
2025 and January 2026, six
such bail orders were is-
sued by a local trial court.

The court said it was un-
fortunate to see that the
State High Court and the
trial courts were on the
same plane, both passing
“unpalatable” bail
conditions.

“Such conditions reflect
the underlying, albeit un-

articulated, bias of the Od-
isha State judiciary pre-
mised on the perception
that the accused indivi-
duals belonged to the mar-
ginalised Adivasi commun-
ity,” the Supreme Court
observed.

The court directed that
all State judiciaries should
refrain from imposing con-
ditions that carry caste im-
plications. It also directed
the Supreme Court regis-
try to circulate the order to
all High Courts. “Each High
Court shall ensure that a
copy of this order is sent to
each judicial officer in its
jurisdiction, accompanied
by a communication that
such conditions shall not
be imposed while granting
bail,” it said.

The court directed the
Registrar General of the
Orissa High Court to file a
compliance report in four
weeks.

05M. SC raps Odisha courts for ‘odious’ bail conditions to Adivasi people

g FIE A AN srererat F @Ay F v giora s adf w wearr

e When the Odisha judiciary set “odious” bail conditions, such as cleaning police stations for
two months, for members of Adivasi and Dalit communities, it suggested that judges
had a “regressive mindset” and caste-based biases, the Supreme Court said on Monday.

SIS INTSRAT =Araiorent o Jfearel 3R gferd Feerat & Teedt & forw e #g e qiod met
$r gHrs S “odious” bail conditions fAUTRA 6, ar T8 g2iiar & & =amrarefart
“regressive mindset” 3R caste-based biases g, N# FIC F HIHTR T FHaTl

e The subjects of these bail conditions were around 40 indigenous people facing criminal
charges after their protest against the acquisition of their land for a Vedanta Group bauxite
mining project in Rayagada and Kalahandi districts allegedly turned violent.

ST STATSIA Qrdt & 37l JI9Te79T 40 indigenous people ¥, St Vedanta Group I siFase
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05M | Regional strife in West Asia hushes holy cities in Iraq

qfeas vfrar & &g o F ste & 9faT g F g I oI

Regional strife in
West Asia hushes
holy cities in Iraq

Agence France-Presse
NAJAF

In Iraq’s holy city of Najaf, the majestic shrine of
Imam Ali stands quiet, its vast courtyards no lon-
ger echoing with the multilingual whispers of pil-
grims from before the West Asia war.

The absence of tourists leaves nearby shop-
keepers and hotel owners with little to do, their
days dragging on as they hope for the crowds to
return. “Iranians used to keep us busy, whether
the jeweller, the fabric merchant or the taxi driver.
Now there are none,” said jewellery shop owner
Abdel Rahim Harmoush. “It used to be hard even
to step into the market because of foreigners...
Even street vendors drew huge crowds of visi-
tors,” the 71-year-old added.

Millions of Shia Muslims from around the world
typically flock to Najaf and fellow holy city Karba-
la every year. But the regional war ignited in late
February by U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran has
stemmed the usual influx of pilgrims.

People in the holy cities “live on religious tou-
rism”, said Harmoush, who for 38 years has
worked in the old market near Najaf’s golden-
domed mausoleum. The shrine is the ornate bu-
rial place of Ali — the Prophet Mohammed’s son-
in-law, the fourth Islamic caliph and the first Shia
Imam.

The situation is no different in Karbala, which
is around 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of Najaf
and home to the shrines of the revered grandsons
of Prophet Mohammed, Imam Hussein and his
brother Abbas. The main corridor linking the two
golden shrines and the surrounding alleyways
were once alive with the murmurs of tourists
walking to prayers.

Today, the visitors are almost exclusively Iragi.

O5M. Regional strife in West Asia hushes holy
cities in Iraq
T vRaT # i guY & sUe & 9faT et &
Qe I T

¢ Inlraq’s holy city of Najaf, the majestic shrine of
Imam Ali stands quiet, its vast courtyards no longer echoing

with the multilingual whispers of pilgrims from before the West
Asia war.

Iraq & 9faT 28T Najaf # Imam Ali &T $eT shrine 2ITd WST &,
% TS TTITUT 31§ West Asia war & Ugel ST dig drdan3ar
P SRR ATl & T I |

e Millions of Shia Muslims from around the world typically
flock to Najaf and fellow holy city Karbala every year.

gferam 8RR A or@l Shia Muslims g ATel Najaf 3R @ afas 2T
Karbala 37T 9|

e Butthe regional war ignited in late February by U.S.-
Israeli strikes on Iran has stemmed the usual influx of pilgrims.

AfeheT BLadl & 37T & U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran & YFET
regional war = SYIITIAT Fr 311 HF Ak AT

e People in the holy cities “live on religious tourism”, said
Harmoush, who for 38 years has worked in the old market near
Najaf’s golden-domed mausoleum.

gfaT =T & 9T “religious tourism” 9 fAsR §, Harmoush &
g, Sit 38 st & Najaf & FeTgX I[aie arel Heha o U FHIH H 6
gl

e The shrine is the ornate burial place of Ali — the
Prophet Mohammed’s son-in-law, the fourth Islamic caliph
and the first Shia Imam.

g shrine, Ali T 3T AT TUT & — ST Prophet
Mohammed & &g, I Islamic caliph 3R 9ger Shia Imam
|

e The situation is no different in Karbala, which is around 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of
Najaf and home to the shrines of the revered grandsons of Prophet Mohammed, Imam
Hussein and his brother Abbas.

EUfa Karbala & 8 317971 781 &, S Najaf & 1918797 80 fohaieiiex 3% & ffua & 3iR Imam
Hussein d2T 37 31S Abbas & 9T TUel &7 ;R g1
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05M

Did the PM’s broadcast violate MCC?
FIT TUTAHAT ST THRIT MCC &T SocltsT dT?

05M

What does the latest ruling mean for the Forest Rights Act?

Aderas Aot &7 ao1 rfeR sfRfaas F e Far ard g2

Did the PM’s broadcast violate MCC?

What does Part VII say about using public resources? How does election law treat such appeals? Can public broadcasters be used for campaign

messaging? Why has the Election Commission not acted so far?

EXPLAINER
V. Venkatesan
The story so far:
he Model Code of Conduct
(MCC), which guides political
parties and candidates during
elections, was first drafted by

the Kerala government in 1960. The
Election Commission (EC) formalised it in
1968, revised it in 1974, and added Part VII
on the “party in power” in 1979. Former
Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan
enforced it with unprecedented rigour
from 1991. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s April 18 address has raised
questions about whether the address
violated the Code.

How did the Model Code of Conduct
evolve?
The Supreme Court, in Singh

Mohind,

Prime Minister’s address was carried live on Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India Radio. PT1

combining official visits with

Gill v. Chief Election Commissioner (1978),
described Article 324 as “a reservoir of
power” that allows the EC to act where
Parliament has not legislated. The Punjab
and Haryana High Court, in Harbans
Singh Jalal v. Union of India (1997), held
that the Code comes into effect from the
announcement of the election schedule.
Sanctions range from censure to the
suspension of party recognition under
paragraph 16A of the Election Symbols
Order, 1968.

Mr. Modi’s address was carried live on
Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India
Radio. He named four Opposition parties
and urged women voters in Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal to punish them at the
polls on April 23 for defeating the 131st
Constitution Amendment Bill in the Lok
Sabha.

Does the Prime

s broad

electioneering, using government
machinery for campaign work, and
misusing publicly funded mass media for
partisan coverage during the election
period. The broadcast raises distinct
questions under both the Code and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

The Code asks what the incumbent did
with public resources. It does not provide
a closed list of impermissible appeals; that
open texture is deliberate. On its face, the
April 18 address appears to be a textbook
Part VII matter. At the time of writing, the
Commission has taken no action on the
complaints it has received.

The statute is less flexible than the
Code. Section 123(3) of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951, as amended in
1961, makes it a corrupt practice for a
candidate or his agent to appeal to voters
on the ground of “his” religion, race,
caste, ity, or The

violate the Code?
Clauses 1(a), 1(b), and 4 of Part VII of the
MCC prohibit the party in power from

provision turns on a pronoun, “his”, and
five enumerated nouns. In Abhiram Singh
v. C.D. Commachen (2017), a seven-judge

Bench of the Supreme Court settled, by a
4:3 majority, that “his” extends to the
voter as well as the candidate.

What do the law and the courts say
about such appeals?

However, Abhiram Singh grappled with
the pronoun, not with the nouns. The
1961 Parliament was legislating against the
sectarian appeals of its moment, when
religion, race, caste, community, and
language were the dominant axes of
Indian politics. Section 123(3) was not
drafted to police every form of partisan

appeal.

The April 18 broadcast ran on different
axes: gender as a mobilising category,
party affiliation as a target, and the Prime
Minister’s national broadcast on
Doordarshan as the medium. The
objection here is not to the identity of the
audience, but to the partisan use of
publicly funded media. The statute’s five
nouns were never meant to catch that.

A writ petition pending before the
Supreme Court (Diary No. 24600 of

0O5M. Did the PM’s broadcast violate MCC?
FIT TUTAHAT ST THRT MCC &T Soelded dT?

2026), filed by former Congress MP T.N.
Prathapan, and a candidate in the
just-concluded Assembly elections in
Kerala, opens a different statutory route.
It invokes Section 123(7), not Section
123(3). Section 123(7) makes it a corrupt
practice to obtain or procure the
assistance of government servants,
including gazetted officers, for the
furtherance of a candidate’s electoral
prospects. The sub-section was drafted to
deter candidates from pressuring police
and revenue officials into electioneering;
the petition asks whether its reach
extends to public broadcasters and the
PMO.

The petition argues that the use of
Doordarshan and Sansad TV, along with
Prime Minister’s Office personnel, to
prepare and disseminate a partisan
broadcast falls within this prohibition.
Where Section 123(3) focuses on the
grounds of an appeal, Section 123(7) turns
on who was pressed into service to
deliver it.

On that reading, the statute reaches
April 18 not through its five nouns but
through its workforce clause.

This returns the conversation to the
Code. The MCC, unlike the statute, was
written to be open-textured. Part VII asks
what the party in power did with public
resources; the statute asks which of five
categories the appeal invoked, or whose
assistance it procured. The statute sets a
floor on corrupt practice, not a ceiling on
what the Code can reach.

The Commission’s silence on Mr.
Modi’s broadcast is not a doctrinal
difficulty. It is a choice not to use the one
instrument in Indian electoral regulation
that was kept open precisely for settings
where the statute may reach only
belatedly, if at all. If the court admits the
petition and the Commission is compelled
to answer, the architecture of MCC
enforcement may face its hardest test yet.
(V. Venkatesan is a journalist and legal
researcher)

THE GIST

v

The April 18 broadcast appears
to be a textbook Part Vil issue,
raising questions about the
partisan use of State-funded
mass media and the use of
public resources during the
election period, but the
Commission has taken no
action so far.

v

While Section 123(3) does not
cover such appeals, the
petition invokes Section 123(7)
on the assistance of
government servants, bringing
the issue back to the
open-textured MCC, which the
Commission has chosen not to
use.

 Model Code of Conduct (MCC) and election norms / 3R fgaT (MCC) 3R Fardt ATIEs

e The Model Code of Conduct (MCC), which guides political parties and candidates during
elections, was drafted by the Kerala government in 1960.

Hise 3R WiRAT (MCC), St Farat & aRie steltfas geit AR 3FHGaRY 1 AFTest= Hic &,
ggell S 1960 7 el TFHR GaRT IR I 9715 AT |

e The Election Commission (EC) formalised it in 1968, revised it in 1974, and added Part VII
on the “party in power” in 1979.

AT AT (EC) & 58 1968 & 3MqrenRer &9 &2m, 1974 & Ffera fovan, 31k 1979 & “gar
9l 9T ST VI SET|
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Former Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan enforced it with unprecedented rigour
from 1991.

U4 AEY AT TG .0, AT o1 1991 T 3 3e[TYd FORAT oh AIY 19 Foh|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s April 18 address has raised questions about whether the
address violated the Code.

TETAHAT 3¢ AT & 18 3T & T o Tg U2 3SRAT ¢ T AT g GarereT 3TaR Eiedr T
Sedde HIdT gl
How did the Model Code of Conduct evolve? /mﬁ%mmﬁmﬁgm

The Supreme Court, in Mohinder Singh Gill v. Chief Election Commissioner (1978),
described Article 324 as “a reservoir of power” that allows the EC to act where Parliament
has not legislated.

A FIE A Aigar e Frer Ta07 q&T 19 T (1978) A HeTedg 324 F1 “AfFd 7 73R
ST, ST FoTTa AT 1 TET 1 el T AT ST § ST WHG o ool w161 =TT g |

The Punjab and Haryana High Court, in Harbans Singh Jalal v. Union of India (1997),
held that the Code comes into effect from the announcement of the election schedule.

Yo 3R gRATON 3o FATEY o glad g AT T R T (1997) F gl foh 3R
WIRAT TTa FIAHHA hT ENTOT o AL oA &1 STl ¢ |

Sanctions range from censure to the suspension of party recognition under paragraph
16A of the Election Symbols Order, 1968.

&S foleT & ooy Fotra FRIEeT 3T, 1968 & HeTedq 16A & g TTel AleaT & fareiaet oeh &1
Hhd gl

Mr. Modi’'s address was carried live on Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India Radio.
A FEY T T greeler, Hue A, 3R rehrerarof o¥ dem garRe fohar I

He named four Opposition parties and urged women voters in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal to punish them at the polls on April 23 for defeating the 131st Constitution
Amendment Bill in the Lok Sabha.

3egiot I faraeft gt o1 ara forar 3 affrerang 3k afesr qommer i afgar AaemanEt & 23 it
T AT F 356 SIS et T ITMIT [T, Tk 3opiel opasT 37 1318 wiaeme weives s
T qufard foar am|

Does the Prime Minister’s broadcast violate the Code? / FIT THITTH=T T THROT TR HigdT T
oot FIATE?

Clauses 1(a), 1(b), and 4 of Part VII of the MCC prohibit the party in power from combining
official visits with electioneering, using government machinery for campaign work, and
misusing publicly funded mass media for partisan coverage during the election period.

MCC & #1197 VI & €T 1(a), 1(b), 3R 4 & 3778R &l & uréf 1 anfareiea gR 1 gardt yar
&F T NS, FIHRY dF T TIR F1 & AT 3937 7, 3R Grdetfers faaaia dAfear
TETITAYOT el oh [T SYANT el & FTaTee fohar s &

The broadcast raises distinct questions under both the Code and the Representation of the
People Act, 1951.

g TERT AR Gigar 3R oo wfafaftes sffaaa, 1951 St 3 3aeia Terer-3remT 92t 3arar
gl

The Code asks what the incumbent did with public resources.

HTaR W TE qodt & R we # sufad o T S T o R |

It does not provide a closed list of impermissible appeals; that open texture is deliberate.
Ig et rdielt i i A RE Tl TeTe 76T e, Tg Gelt FIAAT STeAggient W 1S &
Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, as amended in 1961, makes
it a corrupt practice for a candidate or his agent to appeal to voters on the ground of “his”
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religion, race, caste, community, or language.

ST gfafaferea srffags, 1951 & 4R 123(3), fS& 1961 & FRTAT foham a1, & 3eTaR fomelt
3FHieaR a1 38 FAfAflr carT AGEransit & FHd 4, Sfd, a9, FHE, I7 HI6T & YR |
37YeT AT SIS JTEIOT HTAT STl &

The provision turns on a pronoun, “his”, and five enumerated nouns.

g IIaYT Ueh G4, “38%7, 3R aia fafése gamsit o3 3menfka g1

In Abhiram Singh v. C.D. Commachen (2017), a seven-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court settled, by a 4:3 majority, that “his” extends to the voter as well as the candidate.

T R T WA, FrATa (2017) F Fhar F1E H A1 Fararehel Hr e 7 4.3 TgAT A
forotr fam 3 3w g @1 faear Aaerar 31 s7iigar aiel o) & gia B |

What do the law and the courts say about such appeals? / ¥® 3rdtell & aR 7 FTefet AR FAATETT

FATFEAE?

The April 18 broadcast ran on different axes: gender as a mobilising category, party
affiliation as a target, and the Prime Minister’s national broadcast on Doordarshan as the
medium.

18 3rie FT YAROT ATH IMURT X MRS 2T: FAIT Y Teh TS FeT aTelr Avlr & &7 A,
UTEl HEeHdT Sl oley & & H, 3 qIeeleT I THTAHA &7 ASET THROT ACIH & &9 H|

The objection here is not to the identity of the audience, but to the partisan use of publicly
funded media.

Tg1 3afer geiet Y ygare W g1, dfosn e fas w7 § Ranfya Afdar & gararaqet swer

e

Section 123(7) makes it a corrupt practice to obtain or procure the assistance of
government servants, including gazetted officers, for the furtherance of a candidate’s
electoral prospects.

YR 123(7) % 3TAR, FIHRY FaramiRal, fSieret Tsrafya srftardy st enfaver &, v werarar e
AT T oIaT $SC JTERVT & IS SHAT e fordll Sooigar Y aardt Weaanait 1 seri 8|

The sub-section was drafted to deter candidates from pressuring police and revenue
officials into electioneering; the petition asks whether its reach extends to public
broadcasters and the PMO.

Ig SUURT 3FAIGaRt 1 gferd 3R Torea Rt o gamd v & fow g@re steie & Aot &
T 518 915 2T, ITTRIHT T8 92T 3a1dT & T3 T SHHT SIIRT AdeT ol THRS! 31T Tere#=r
FRTET (PMO) deh AEaRa it &1

The petition argues that the use of Doordarshan and Sansad TV, along with Prime
Minister’s Office personnel, to prepare and disseminate a partisan broadcast falls within
this prohibition.

1Rt 3 ofeh feam aram & o qaeter 31K e &t 1 39T, A1y &1 wurars Hrafed &
FHIREGT T FGRIAT T TATITAGON FHROT TIR 3R AR AT $E Ticdaer oh ATl 317elm &

On that reading, the statute reaches April 18 not through its five nouns but through its
workforce clause.

sﬂamwa:aﬂﬂw,wlsaﬁaaﬁrma%aqﬁﬁaéaﬁﬁa?mmﬁaﬁmm
mqﬁm%mm@rqgﬂm%l

Part VII asks what the party in power did with public resources; the statute asks which of
five categories the appeal invoked, or whose assistance it procured.

T V1| Ig IOl © 7o T 7 91t of Ardifares FATea ol 3UATT Ha fohdT, STafeh hielel I6
BT ¢ o 37diier fohet e A0 3 3l & a1 foraehr wgrara off 18|
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e The statute sets a floor on corrupt practice, not a ceiling on what the Code can reach.
HIeTeT §ST TN & [T Ueh wqeTaa s HIAT AR AT &, o o6 Ig AT 7 el § fob IR

e et e T TR B

o YGd T TITT Y 3T cIoh I T HFST TNETT T TTHAT AT IS Thell &
What does the latest ruling
mean for Forest Rights Act?

Why did the court intervene in the DLC’s decision? What does the law say about eviction and grazing rights?

C.R. Bijoy

The story so far:

n April 20, the Lucknow
Bench of the Allahabad High
Court reminded the District

Level Committee (DLC) under
the Forest Rights Act 2006 in Lakhimpur,
Uttar Pradesh, that any previous court
orders inconsistent with a later law are
null and void.

‘Why is the order important?

The High Court struck down the DLC’s
decision in March 2021, rejecting the
forest rights claims of the Tharus of Palia
Kalan Tehsil, a tribal community, citing a
Supreme Court interim order in 2000
that barred “de-reservation of
forests/sanctuaries/national parks” until
further orders.

The DLC is headed by the District
Collector and includes the Divisional
Forest Officer, the District Tribal Welfare
Officer, and three district panchayat
members.

The core legal principle in lawmaking
is that all provisions in earlier laws and

court orders that are inconsistent with the
provisions of a later law are null and void.
The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 itself
also states that forest rights are
recognised and vested in forest dwellers
“notwithstanding anything contained in
any other law for the time being in force
and subject to the provisions of this Act”.
The DLC violated this provision, which is
a punishable offence.

Has the DLC been punished?

While the order has thus brought relief
across the country, the High Court did not
invoke the mechanism the FRA provides
to sanction offenders. The Gram Sabha is
a statutory authority under the FRA. It
has to issue 60 days’ notice to the
State-Level Monitoring Committee to
proceed against the authority violating
the law.

However, the High Court ignored this
provision and instead asked the DLC itself
to reconsider its offence and make its
decision anew in line with existing law
and court orders.

The FRA does not provide for such
allowances.

How has the FRA been superseded?
FRA disallows the eviction or removal of
forest dwellers “from forest land under
their occupation till the recognition and
verification procedure is complete”. For
example, in January 2026, the
Uttarakhand High Court ordered the
forest department that “till final
adjudication of the claims, the
respondents shall refrain from initiating
any coercive action, including eviction of
the petitioners or interference with their
peaceful possession and agricultural
activities on the lands under their
occupation”.

However, there has been repeated
disregard for and violations of the FRA.
For instance, in September 2014, the
Madras High Court had dismissed the plea
of petitioners from Asaripallam, in Theni
district, challenging eviction notices they
had been issued and to consider their
claims under the FRA. This was based on
the forest officer’s submission that they
were encroachers and weren't eligible for
rights under the FRA.

‘The Madras High Court stated that the
claim process under the FRA would only

waste the authorities” time and dismissed
the case.

The same High Court has dismissed
similar petitions under the FRA by
petitioners from Perambalur in 2017,
Tuticorin in 2020, Sivagangai in 2021, and
Theni in 2022. Authorities also continue
to issue eviction orders under the Tamil
Nadu Forest Act (TNFA) 1882, despite such
orders having been overridden by the
FRA.

Does the FRA allow grazing?

On March 13 this year, the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court dismissed a
review petition of the March 2022 order,
noting that “the provisions prohibiting
cattle trespass into forests under Section
57 of the Tamil Nadu Forest Act”, to
protect wildlife and the spread of disease,
were the valid legal basis for the ban.

The High Court had initially banned
grazing in all forest areas of Tamil Nadu;
later the same month, it restricted the
ban order to tiger reserves, national
parks, and wildlife sanctuaries. However,
it made no reference to the FRA, which
recognises grazing rights in all forests,
including those overlapping with tiger
reserves, national parks, and wildlife
sanctuaries. FRA is also a central law and
thus overrides a State law with regard to
both prohibition and permission for
grazing.

This is why the Allahabad High Court
reaffirming that provisions in the later law
override inconsistent provisions in
previous ones, as well as in court orders,
comes as a breath of fresh air.

(C.R. Bijoy examines natural resource
conflicts and governance issues)

O5M. What does the latest ruling mean for Forest Rights Act?

Adtadd vty #1 a1 FfsR rfRfaaa & v Far g 2

THE GIST

-

The High Court reaffirmed that
provisions in a later law
override inconsistent earlier
court orders, striking down the
DLC’s rejection of the Tharus”
forest rights claims.

v

The ruling highlights repeated
disregard of the Forest Rights
Act, including eviction orders
and denial of grazing rights,
despite the law recognising
and protecting these rights.

e On April 20, the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court reminded the District Level
Committee (DLC) under the Forest Rights Act 2006 in Lakhimpur, Uttar Pradesh, that any
previous court orders inconsistent with a later law are null and void.

20 31 I, FARIETG 3o AT Y A@AS UIS o T T« F TGN 7 7 JfaaR
FrfafaTer 2006 & dgc forem Fadrr wfAfer (DLC) &1 are feremran fas fonel off qd wamameryr amaer
it ol 91E & FTelet & AT HEIA 81, F P AR e €1

e The DLC is headed by the District Collector and includes the Divisional Forest Officer, the
District Tribal Welfare Officer, and three district panchayat members.

DLC &I &iqjcd forem Faeret aar ¢ 3R 58 RBRsee wRee Jiifhar, forar e Fearor
SR, T2UT N ForelT e Few T A ga &

e The core legal principle in lawmaking is that all provisions in earlier laws and court orders
that are inconsistent with the provisions of a later law are null and void.

FTeTeT TAATOT T FHeT FTeTel) FAGHT TE § o Tg el & Flefel) IR wArATerT Hge o 9 Fell yraeney
it fordlt aTe; & FTefet & TGl & TI 39T g, 3 4 3R favea g1d €1

e The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 itself also states that forest rights are recognised and
vested in forest dwellers “notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time
being in force and subject to the provisions of this Act”.

g ATUSR JTATATH (FRA) 2006 T3 g gl ¢ Toh aoT AAHR gaarfadl 7 A 3R AT
g, a1 ToRdll 31 Jrarfold et A $o off fAfed &1, 3R 3a ifAferge & Jraermeit & 3refe gr)”
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The Gram Sabha is a statutory authority under the FRA.
ITH THT, FRA & dgd U denfas Tifteor g

It has to issue 60 days’ notice to the State-Level Monitoring Committee to proceed against
the authority violating the law.

3 FleTel T Seoltlel it dTel TLUHT o [aeets HRATS & foIv Tod T faarerett affifer o
60 fewtt &1 few o gra 81

How has the FRA been superseded? / FRA & ¥ eIfFaAR frar A g?

FRA disallows the eviction or removal of forest dwellers “from forest land under their
occupation till the recognition and verification procedure is complete”.

FRA SAaTiA} &l 3o7ch heol aTell a7 $IfH & FG@el el IT CTol T ITTHICT AgT &, ST cleh 1eh
AAT R Fearaet wfsHar gt 7 g S|

For example, in January 2026, the Uttarakhand High Court ordered the forest department
that “till final adjudication of the claims, the respondents shall refrain from initiating any

coercive action, including eviction of the petitioners or interference with their peaceful
possession and agricultural activities on the lands under their occupation”.

32107 & fT, STradY 2026 H 3G 3T AT o I Q1T oY A der e i “grat &
3ifaH 0T den, Ficard fanelt off STaer FIETS, Torae Terenrendi3it hr ag@elt IT 3eTeh QATfcTqoT
Feot 3R HT afafafrl 7 gedaiv anfie §, ¥ T AL

This was based on the forest officer’s submission that they were encroachers and weren’t
eligible for rights under the FRA.

g g HTASR & FY I MR o7 foh F AfAFASR & 3R FRA & dgd JARSRT & arT
Ter

Authorities also continue to issue eviction orders under the Tamil Nadu Forest Act (TNFA)
1882, despite such orders having been overridden by the FRA.

wifereRvoT 318ty off AR aet HTATAIH (TNFA) 1882 o gl d&ell AT STRT Xl &, ST
U 37eeT FRA EaRT & o o gah €1

Does the FRA allow grazing? / @41 FRA TR &I 3regafar &ar 872

On March 13 this year, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court dismissed a review
petition of the March 2022 order, noting that “the provisions prohibiting cattle trespass into
forests under Section 57 of the Tamil Nadu Forest Act”, to protect wildlife and the spread
of disease, were the valid legal basis for the ban.

59 Y 13 AR I, FAER 3T ~ARATT Y AgY N5 o AT 2022 F I Y GATFTR Anfrahr
@It X &, IE <t §U i affrareng aet Jfaferasr Y URT 57 & dect STell 7 T3 & waeT
gfaeer & Yo, adsiia GIaToT 31T Aer hera Vet & fow, gfaaer 1 Jer 3maR £

The High Court had initially banned grazing in all forest areas of Tamil Nadu; later the
same month, it restricted the ban order to tiger reserves, national parks, and wildlife
sanctuaries.

3T TR o YRS A afferarg & @iy ao a1 & °axrd oY yicieres Samman o, 91e & 38 7
38 eI ReTd, TSET 363, 3R aegsiia 3Rt ao WA & fea|

However, it made no reference to the FRA, which recognises grazing rights in all forests,
including those overlapping with tiger reserves, national parks, and wildlife sanctuaries.

gTeliToh, ST FRA &I IS Sooid 18T [T a1, Sit Tef Ieit & 71§ & HASR F AT ST 8,
foras et Rerd, Iy 383, 3R agsita srsramoy o enfAe €

FRA is also a central law and thus overrides a State law with regard to both prohibition and
permission for grazing.
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SC asks Centre to examine plea on
revising Aadhaar issuance norms

The Hindu Bureau criminal hubs behind such
NEW DELHI acts located abroad.

Mr. Upadhyay said a
The Supreme Court on cache of 87,000 fake docu-

Monday asked the Union
government to examine a
plea seeking issuance of
new Aadhaar cards only to
children, and that the Un-
ique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) frame
“stringent guidelines” for
the grant of the identity
document to adults and
adolescents.

A Bench headed by

The plea said accessibility to Aadhaar must be restricted to prevent
infiltrators from disguising themselves as Indian citizens. FILE PHOTO

ments had been found in
Mumbai, terming it “infil-
tration through the Aad-
haar framework”.
“Infiltration is an eco-
nomic offence in so far as it
is done to take unlawful be-
nefits of the resources of a
country. It is done in an or-
ganised manner... The sole
intent of infiltration is to
settle in a country such as

Chief Justice of India Surya India and live off its re-
Kant asked the Centre to  location would makeaper- Aadhaar holders. The sources. Almost 80 crore
consider a petition filed by  son statutorily eligible to  authority had stated that people are being given free
advocate Ashwini Kumar apply for an Aadhaar card.  99% of citizens had Aad- ration, in which a large
Upadhyay, which said easy He said Aadhaar wasbe-  haar, including 55 croreJan  number of infiltrators are

accessibility to Aadhaar ingused as an entry docu- Dhan account holders and  also present,” the plea
cards should be restricted  ment to “infiltrate” and ob- ~ 85 crore recipients of free  said.
to prevent infiltrators from  tain other Indian records, ration. The petition also sought

disguising themselves as
Indian citizens.

Mr. Upadhyay said a
signed rental agreement
and a 182-day stay in one

from ration cards to pass-

ports.

Mr. Upadhyay said that
as per UIDAI records, there
were already 144 crore

The court pointed out
that not only Aadhaar, but
other government docu-
ments were also being
forged, with many of the

the installation of display
boards at common service
centres stating that Aad-
haar is only proof of identi-
ty and not of citizenship.

05M. SC asks Centre to examine plea on revising Aadhaar issuance norms

A FE 7 IR T8 F F gt F wates ) &5 § TRE | fFar F76  Fa

e SC asks Centre to examine plea on revising Aadhaar issuance norms.

FNA HIE & TR ST A & THAAT 7 TR TR FTTeIehT hT ST 3 ToIT ey & g |
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The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Union government to examine a plea seeking
issuance of new Aadhaar cards only to children, and that the Unique Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) frame “stringent guidelines” for the grant of the identity document to adults and
adolescents.

FNA HIE A FHATR T thgy THR F Teh F1TIhT I IR A T g, TSTae sharel sl &l w70
Aadhaar cards ST &1 3R UIDAI gaRT aa&hi 3R faneiRT & forw “stringent guidelines”
AT T AT H TS B

A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant asked the Centre to consider a petition
filed by advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, which said easy accessibility to Aadhaar cards
should be restricted to prevent infiltrators from disguising themselves as Indian citizens.

HR o HET =TT FAHIA T IEFETAT dlell NS o she;, & JiTerasrar 3rfRaett FAR Fumeary
EaRT R ATfaeT R fIaR ael &l @var, Torae set a1 & Aadhaar cards T 38T 3qerstrdr
T WA Tohar ST TR T dTfeh gEUTST Ge T HRAT AR o & H JEId o I Feh|

Mr. Upadhyay said a signed rental agreement and a 182-day stay in one location would make
a person statutorily eligible to apply for an Aadhaar card.

oY IUTEART o gl foF Ueh gEareiRa rar—amarAT 31T fondr T 9T 182 oot &1 e fndr
cafad & el ®9 & Aadhaar card & foIT 3T ¥et Ao F11 ST o

He said Aadhaar was being used as an entry document to “infiltrate” and obtain other Indian
records, from ration cards to passports.

3-giY el T Aadhaar &7 393 “infiltrate” e 3R AU F1S T IHT IIUIE deh 3T

HRAT SEATdST UTod it o oI Taer gEdTast o ®9 3 fohdT ST & &
Mr. Upadhyay said that as per UIDAI records, there were already 144 crore Aadhaar holders.
A 3UTEITT 1 e foh UIDAI & ReTS & 3T0R gel A €1 144 F15 Aadhaar holders g

The authority had stated that 99% of citizens had Aadhaar, including 55 crore Jan Dhan
account holders and 85 crore recipients of free ration.

YTTIRT0T o gl foh 99% ARTRERT & 9T Aadhaar &, f8# 55 U8 Jan Dhan account
holders 31X 85 &g free ration 9Ts el MR &1

“Infiltration is an economic offence in so far as it is done to take unlawful benefits of the
resources of a country.

“Infiltration T 31112 TR § FiTch g ToheT ST o TATUAT T AL T ot o forw forar
EIGIE]

It is done in an organised manner...

Ig GITfod ddieh 8 foRar ST g

The petition also sought the installation of display boards at common service centres stating
that Aadhaar is only proof of identity and not of citizenship.

Fifrent & Tg o AT 7 71 fF common service centres 9T 1S S9TTT ST {18 ST ST
& Aadhaar Shadl 9gdTeT 3T JHTUT §, ATITIREBdT T 18T |
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How to know if a medical
technology actually adds value

Unlike with consumer goods, you cannot undo an implant that causes chronic pain, reverse an unnecessary diagnostic test or erase a false diagnosis

from your medical record; expensive does not mean better in healthcare, it means higher stakes and this distinction is critical in a country like India

Narayana Subramaniam

edicine treats the evaluation

of emerging technologies as a

technical problem, but it is

not. It is fundamentally an
economic problem.

When does a 330,000 genetic test
represent excellent value and when does
it represent wasted money? The answer
depends on a question members of the
medical profession almost never discuss:
who’s paying?

This distinction is critical in India,
where millions of individuals make
expensive healthcare decisions out of
pocket while public health systems
struggle with scarce resources and
competing priorities. Yet this is precisely
where thinking clearly matters most: your
decisions directly affect your health and
finances in ways that can’t be reversed or
recovered from.

Unique vulnerability

A patient might spend 32 lakh on a
recommended screening test that a
government health system would never
fund at scale — not because the test is bad
but because the math works differently
when you are an individual versus a
system.

Yet patients rarely understand that
they are trying to optimise for these
incompatible situations. They simply
spend money and hope it is the right
decision.

Consider a genetic screening test for
hereditary cancer risk in a woman with a
family history of breast cancer. A positive
test entails preventive surgery,
significantly improved survival, lifelong
surveillance, and critical family planning
decisions. Here, 330,000 represents
excellent value.

But deploy the same test in a healthy
population and it is positive roughly twice
per 1,000 healthy individuals. So you
spend %3 crore identifying two individuals
who benefit. The remaining 998
experience anxiety, unnecessary
follow-up check-ups, and potential harm
from false positives.

The same test has opposite value
depending on the context and who is
paying, which is why these conversations
are so fraught.

Return on investment
In India, patients and health systems
evaluate the same technologies through
fundamentally incompatible frameworks.
An individual spending their own money
asks “will this help me?” A government
with scarce resources asks “What is the
return per rupee across the population?”.
These questions cannot have the same
answer, yet patients need to understand
both to make informed decisions.
Consider sophisticated cancer
screening once again. A wealthy
individual can afford 350,000 a year to
catch one cancer earlier — which is an
excellent personal return on investment.
A government screening 1 lakh women
would spend ¥500 crore and catch 20-30
cancers earlier. That quantum of money
would be better used to treat patients
already diagnosed rather than screen

{407/
il —

Awealthy person can afford 350,000 a year to catch one cancer earlier, which is an excellent personal return on investment. But a government screening 1

lakh women would spend 3500 crore and catch 20-30 cancers earlier. Representative photo. NAWMEDICINE/UNSPLASH

healthy people. The technology was
identical but the value proposition was
opposite.

As an individual, the technology is
worth it if benefit exceeds cost. Your risk
tolerance, values, and circumstances
matter. You may rationally choose
expensive screening that public health
cannot justify at scale.

But is more expensive always better?
Not quite.

Newer is not better

Healthcare differs from consumer goods
because the stakes are permanent. You
cannot undo an implant that causes
chronic pain, reverse an unnecessary
diagnostic test or erase a false diagnosis
from your medical record. Expensive
does not mean better in healthcare. It
means higher stakes.

Rather than asking whether a
treatment is worth the cost, let us ask
more prudent questions. For example,
does it produce meaningfully better
outcomes than what already exists?

A robotic surgery might be more
precise but does it actually improve
function compared to traditional
methods? Better precision sounds good
until outcomes are identical at double the
cost.

Consider minimally invasive diagnostic
devices. A newer needle biopsy might
require special equipment and training.
But if both produce identical accuracy,
and one takes 15 minutes while the other
takes 45 minutes, the newer device
effectively consumes resources without
improving your diagnosis.

Newer isn’t better. Better is only when
outcomes actually change.

Recovery burden

For newer cancer drugs, survival may
improve by a few months but the cost and
side-effect burden may be immense —
sometimes ¥5-10 lakh a month versus %12

Newer options appear attractive
but established options are
backed by decades of documented
safety. A medication with 30 years
of outcomes in millions of patients
carries substantially less risk than

one with three years of data in
the hundreds

lakh for older drugs.

A drug extending one’s lifespan by
three months while causing severe
nausea, cognitive impairment, hair loss,
inability to work, and requiring weekly
hospital visits isn’t automatically superior
to one extending life by two months with
manageable side-effects that you can
sustain at home.

An individual might gain 90 days of life
but lose those days in hospital admissions
and emergency department visits. Quality
of life during treatment matters as much
as survival statistics.

Long-term safety

Newer options appear attractive but
established options are backed by
decades of documented safety. A
medication with 30 years of outcomes in
millions of patients carries substantially
less risk than one with three years of data
in the hundreds. That history matters
when you are considering putting
something new into your body.

Another distinction that matters more
radically is whether some technology has
been approved for your specific condition
or if it is being used off-label.

Off-label use is legal in India; to make
matters worse, evidence supporting it is
often dramatically weaker than for
approved indications.

A technology might be brilliant within
its approved use and problematic outside
it. For example, expandable metal stents

approved for biliary ducts were used
off-label in blood vessels, where different
mechanical environments caused vessel
rupture, cardiac complications, and at
least 13 deaths before regulators
intervened.

The device worked perfectly for its
intended purpose. It failed
catastrophically outside that context.

Being a good patient

Asking these questions doesn’t make you
a difficult patient. It makes you an
informed one.

When your doctor recommends an
expensive new technology, you don’t
need to be confrontational. Write down
the questions beforehand and don’t shy
away from the hard ones.

Take notes on the answers. Good
doctors welcome these questions because
they have already asked themselves the
same things.

If a doctor dismisses your questions or
pressures you into deciding immediately,
that is important information. You
deserve time to think through expensive
decisions.

Medicine is not unique in requiring
difficult trade-offs — but it is unique in the
stakes. A bad stock investment recovers.
A bad medical technology decision
becomes part of your body, your medical
record, and your life forever.

The questions that matter are not
intellectually complex but they may feel
uncomfortable to ask. Your responsibility
is to ask them anyway, demand evidence
and insist on comparison. In a system
designed to innovate faster than it
validates, your scepticism is your only
real leverage.

(Narayana Subramanian is Lead
Consultant, Head and Neck Surgery and
Oncology, Aster Hospitals, and Adjunct
Faculty, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru.

nare i il.com)

05M. How to know if a medical technology actually adds value

IF F 9= F F1E RfFcar Weafd avas & qeg At

e Unlike with consumer goods, you cannot undo an implant that causes chronic pain,
reverse an unnecessary diagnostic test or erase a false diagnosis from your medical
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record; expensive does not mean better in healthcare, it means higher stakes and this
distinction is critical in a country like India

39steraT aEgHT & fATa, 3T Th Fedle &Y aTIH oAg] of Hehd! Sl QIEHITAF GG Scdosd Il &,
foRalY AeATaRTe TSI T&TOT T 3eic 18T Hehd T 3191 RfhcdT A1HSw T T A i
ToeT 7€t Tehcl; G QoTT TATELT WaT 3 g &let T Tohdl 181 §, Thodh Tg I TAH AR T
AT § 3N Tg 3T AR S U H A Ageaqol ©

This distinction is critical in India, where millions make expensive healthcare decisions out of
pocket while public systems struggle with scarce resources.

e g 0N A 3l HEcaqUl ¢, STel oGl il Hgel Ty 0Ty ¥4 & @« W old &, i
AT Toteh T JOTTol WA HAIUEAT & ST ¢

Yet this is where clear thinking matters most: your decisions affect your health and finances
in irreversible ways.

T oft IEY a8 819 § ST8T TUSe HIF 31T d AaTF & 39 A0 39 Fareey 3k [ v
ITROTT & & T el & |

Unique vulnerability / faferse gagaefierar

A patient might spend %2 lakh on a recommended screening test that a government health
system would never fund at scale.

Teh QM AR TETOT I 32 &1 T I Fehell &, T TR FARELT JOITell ST T N
ol faeTa e w7t heam|

Consider a genetic screening test for hereditary cancer risk in a woman with a family
history of breast cancer.

T Afgell #, [oeh TRaR 7 Tt HaX o1 3Taem &, Aegafire wiaror oT faar Y|
A positive test entails preventive surgery, improved survival, lifelong surveillance, and family
planning decisions.

FrRTcHS IRUTH &7 37y § aR® aeafhdn, dga¥ Siasd GHgET, 3feiids R 3k
qiRaTe fAvT|

Here, 230,000 represents excellent value.
Igl 330,000 3c§€ A T SfafAftiea ar gl

But deploy the same test in a healthy population, and it is positive roughly twice per 1,000
individuals.

T 3T TAETOT P FAEY SATEET H ] el T Tg Tl 1,000 H ST &1 IR & FhRIcHS
BTl

So you spend %3 crore identifying two individuals who benefit.

59 YhR 23 IS T T hadl af oAt fir gg=met gy &

The remaining 998 experience anxiety, unnecessary follow-ups, and potential harm from
false positives.

QY 998 o197 oI, JHeATaedeh TET0T 3R $[S FhRIcHh TROMAT & FHITAT it Ferd &l

IS Teheileh 9= FIF ITANT H SPHC &1 Tehcll ¢, Tl 3Heh e HHAEITSIeTeh &1 Hehell ¢ |
For example, expandable metal stents approved for biliary ducts were used off-label in
blood vessels.

3ETER0T & AT, T sAferenr3il & orT Teliehl adR F9 T € T SUDNT Tebdl aTigehi3it &
3HT-cleret feham araT |

Being a good patient / W& GsTeT A3t FoT=AT
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Asking these questions doesn’t make you a difficult patient. It makes you an informed one.
o1 TR ShT Tl JTTehT F ST At 78T ST, Sfeh 3Taeh! Fere W9l F=Arar |

When your doctor recommends an expensive new technology, you don’t need to be
confrontational.

ST 3eRT Fafrcae fre AgaN 78 aelis 1 TeTg 4o §, dY IR THraquT gt

HTERIHdT T8l g

Write down the questions beforehand and don’t shy away from the hard ones.

T=T Y Ugel I forg of 31X wfse geat I fiF A &<

Take notes on the answers.

3 T T deh T |

Good doctors welcome these questions because they have already asked themselves the
same things.

3= FaIfehcereh 3o 2wt & TaETd hdl & Fiifeh 3 Tad ol 3ot TRl R TR &Y goh 1d &
If a doctor dismisses your questions or pressures you into deciding immediately, that is
important information.

I1e IS FAhcHeh 3T FRaT T ASRIIETST AT & AT AT il AU ot & Forw gara srefer
g, Y 7€ Ageaqut e &

You deserve time to think through expensive decisions.

3Teh! A fAvial W fAaR et & forw waicq aag AT amigu)

Medicine is not unique in requiring trade-offs — but it is unique in the stakes.
Rifshcar & gzl (trade-offs) FT Jrefdcdia w78l &, R 36 s SNf@# fafrse 8

A bad stock investment recovers.

Teh TRIS fAS GeT: FER FeelT &

A bad medical technology decision becomes part of your body, your medical record, and
your life forever.

TR T it Rfreashrr ashaiieht fotar ames R, Rifehcar e 3R Sitast @1 v fewar

T ST B

The questions that matter are not intellectually complex but may feel uncomfortable to ask.
HEaYOT TeT SiGUe § U SHfeel g1 a1t T 3o6 TS WG ofeT Fhell 1

Your responsibility is to ask them anyway, demand evidence and insist on comparison.
3T ST § o 31T 3¢ 3aRT I, WG I HIT Y 3R JefelT I AR &

In a system designed to innovate faster than it validates, your scepticism is your only real
leverage.

VY JUTTely 3 Y AT & 3178 doll ¥ AdrIR Hdl &, 39T HEE &1 3T arEdids e gl
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Corporate governance issues
at Chowgule Steamships

Central to the complaint is the allegation CSLs subsidiary CSOL sold vessels during 2018-19 but

sought shareholder approval only subsequently at the annual general meeting in July 2019

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAIL

llegations of corpo-
A rate  governance
lapses, questiona-

ble financial transactions
and inadequate disclo-
sures at Chowgule Steam-
ships Limited (CSL) have
emerged, with promoter-
shareholder Ms. Sheela
Yeshwantrao Chowgule de-
tailing what she describes
as a pattern of irregulari-
ties and resistance from
the company’s manage-
ment.

Ms. Chowgule, one of
the legal heirs of the late in-
dustrialist ~ Yeshwantrao
Chowgule, has filed com-
plaints before multiple reg-
ulatory bodies, including
the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI), the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), the
Registrar of Companies
and the Income Tax De-
partment, seeking a com-
prehensive investigation.

Central to the complaint
is the allegation that CSL’s
subsidiary, Chowgule
Steamships Overseas Li-
mited (CSOL), sold vessels
during 2018-19 but sought
shareholder approval only
subsequently at the com-
pany’s annual general
meeting in July 2019. The
explanatory statement to
shareholders, the com-
plaint notes, did not dis-
close that the transactions
had already been complet-
ed, raising concerns over
transparency and com-

Many queries: Ms. Chowgule filed complaints before regulatory
bodies, including Securities and Exchange Board of India. REUTERS

pliance with disclosure
norms.

The complaint argues
that such post-facto appro-
vals effectively deprived
shareholders of meaning-
ful oversight.

Ms. Chowgule has also
pointed to financial deci-
sions that, according to
her, weakened the compa-
ny’s balance sheet. These
include the write-back of
over $99 million in loans
owed by CSOL to group
companies during 2018-19,
which is said to have con-
tributed to a substantial
erosion of CSL's net worth.
“The issues of ships being
sold and money being
brought in as loan that is la-
ter written off are indeed
related,” says Ms. Chow-

e

At the same time, sever-
al step-down subsidiaries
of CSOL-entities incorpo-
rated in offshore jurisdic-
tions such as the Marshall
Islands that is a well-
known flag of conve-
nience—were “systemati-

cally wound up”. The com-
plaint notes that these
entities had been reported
as operational or profitable
earlier, but were later dis-
solved without adequate
public explanation.

The complaint high-
lights what it terms struc-
tural governance lapses,
including the same indivi-
dual holding the roles of
Managing Director and
Chief Financial Officer, a
practice it claims is in viola-
tion of Section 203 of the
Companies Act, 2013.

A Panama-based entity,
HAVRE SA, features promi-
nently in the complaint. It
is alleged to have engaged
in related-party transac-
tions with CSOL, but these
were not disclosed until af-
ter complaints were made
to SEBI in 2023.

The most contentious is-
sue raised relates to Quail
Investments Limited,
shown in company filings
as a foreign promoter-
group shareholder holding
a6.23% stake in CSL.

According to Ms. Chow-
gule, due diligence con-
ducted with authorities in
Guernsey revealed that the
entity had been compulso-
rily wound up in July 1974
and had not filed any statu-
tory returns since then.
Despite this, Quail Invest-
ments is reflected in filings
as having extended a loan
to CSOL during 2020-21,
raising questions about the
authenticity of the transac-
tion.

The complaint further
points out that regulatory
filings list the entity’s dom-
icile as the “United King-
dom”, whereas Guernsey
is not part of the U.K., sug-
gesting the possibility of in-
correct or misleading dis-
closures to authorities.

Chowgule Group went
through a family settle-
ment in 2021 and was split
into two groups. Sheela
Chowgule was arrayed as a
member of the group un-
der Vijay Chowgule. She
says she is a shareholder in
Chowgule Steamships Li-
mited with a stake of
0.32%, comprising of
115,000 equity shares,
making her a minority pro-
moter.

Emails and WhatsApp
messages to Vijay Chow-
gule seeking a response to
the complaints elicited no
response. When called on
the phone later, a voice on
the other side said, “You
have got the wrong num-
ber. And you have got the
wrong things. Don’t call
me. I am blocking you.”

O5M. Corporate governance issues at Chowgule Steamships

tarer TR # SYoRe ek & o7 AEd

o Ms. Chowgule, one of the legal heirs of the late industrialist Yeshwantrao Chowgule, has filed
complaints before multiple regulatory bodies, including the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), the Registrar of
Companies and the Income Tax Department, seeking a comprehensive investigation.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in S

Page15



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
L

feaeTeT SeeTafcy FRrEaRra Shrer &1 el eI efteT Tl @ SEBI, NCLT, Registrar
of Companies 3R Income Tax Department Afed s A TEAT & A9 ST T AT
H §U RIHrIch ot 1 ¢

e Central to the complaint is the allegation that CSL’s subsidiary, Chowgule Steamships

Overseas Limited (CSOL), sold vessels during 2018—19 but sought shareholder approval only
subsequently at the company’s annual general meeting in July 2019.

fﬂmﬁaﬂﬂmm%ﬁ? CSL &I @I F9=ir Chowgule Steamships Overseas Limited
(CSOL) & 201819 # STETST 54, wHfeheT ATIURERT T HIT Sell$ 2019 #I annual general
meeting & §1¢ H oll|

e The explanatory statement to shareholders, the complaint notes, did not disclose that the
transactions had already been completed, raising concerns over transparency and
compliance with disclosure norms.

TRIRRI & 31TER, AITUREHT I fGT T explanatory statement T TgT ST I o
AeTeT Ugel & W8 I F, FSId transparency 3R disclosure norms & 9Telel O el 33|

e The complaint argues that such post-facto approvals effectively deprived shareholders of
meaningful oversight.

TR # gl a1 § Toh 39 g ST post-facto approvals @ AIURDT I FHTET TAIRTT &
3R & afaa & &G

e The complaint highlights what it terms structural governance lapses, including the same
individual holding the roles of Managing Director and Chief Financial Officer, a practice it
claims is in violation of Section 203 of the Companies Act, 2013.

fRIIIa # structural governance lapses &7 3eoi@ fHaT AT §, o Ts Uas & safara &1
Managing Director 3{iX Chief Financial Officer =il 9ai W glT ef&Ae g, St Companies
Act, 2013 &T Section 203 T 3ot ST AT g |

GS Paper Il: International Relations 01 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

05M | Europeans have ‘gotten message’ from Trump on defence: NATO

JT & T&T 9T €7 T HT FAHA faam: NATO

Europeans have ‘gotten message’ O5M. Europeans have ‘gotten message’ from

from Trump on defence: NATO Trump on defence: NATO
UG A T&TT 9 €9 T Fol FAS A NATO

e Europeans have “heard” U.S. President Donald
Trump’s message of frustration over the Iran war and are
“stepping up”, NATO chief Mark Rutte said on Monday after
Washington said it would withdraw 5,000 troops from
Germany.

AT & 3R o Togafdd Sares €9 & §T JeY Hl o]
HHAY & TG G § AR T e 97 @ &, NATO o
ATH TCE o WHAR T hgl, ST AT of STHeAT I 5,000

aep Hfere gerel 1 arvoT |

Europeans have “heard” U.S. President Donald Trump’s message of
frustration over the Iran war and are “stepping up”, NATO chief Mark
Rutte said on Monday after Washington said it would withdraw
5,000 troops from Germany. Europe has ramped up its defence
spending amid U.S.’s commitment to NATO and the Ukraine war. AFP

| GS Paper Il1: Economy | 05 May 2026
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05M | Das Adam Smith Problem: rethinking Smith’s moral and economic worlds

e tsH Py waen: fay A dfaw ik anfds gfaar &1 gafdar

0O5M | India resumes wheat exports after a gap of four years

m#waﬁ#ﬁaﬂa#mﬂg’mﬁaﬁw#eﬁm

05M | War impacts April manufacturing PMI

Iy &1 W e F RAfasior Pviox

05M | National Stock Exchange unveils Electronic Gold Receipt

AT TEIh TFHUS A FFeliaa e RHfle aiea fFar

05M | JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT

JAL: dgrar $Y Ff¥aT NCLAT garT @iisr

05M | Households face rising medical inflation

W I Fod! Rifdear Ferehifa 1 awren

05M | ‘No to commodity derivative investments by institutions’

HEYTAT gaRT FASE sRafea fader #r v

Das Adam Smith Problem: rethinking
Smith’s moral and economic worlds

The Das Adam Smith Problem shows an apparent dichotomy between sympathy and self-interest in Adam Smith's works, but most scholars now

view it as a misunderstanding, arguing that his philosophy forms a coherent whole uniting ethics and economics

Atanu Biswas

dam Smith’s magnum opus, An
Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of the Wealth of Nations,

considered the foundation
stone of modern economics, marked its
250th anniversary on March 9. While
celebrating the epic work, it is also worth
pondering the long-standing conflict
between two of Smith’s books — The
Wealth of Nations (1776) and The Theory of
Moral Sentiments (1759).

A ‘problemy’ or a misreading?

The “problem,” known as “Das Adam
Smith Problem,” was first formulated by
German economists of the Historical
School, such as Wilhelm Hasbach and
August Oncken, in the late 19th century.
They perceived a huge contrast between
the sympathetic moral philosophy of
Smith’s first book and the selfishness
depicted in the latter. Did Smith’s
perspective really evolve over those 17
years?

In the 1920s, however, Jacob Viner, a
mentor of the early Chicago school of
economics, showed that Smith’s two
books share an identical philosophical
base. Furthermore, David D. Raphael and
Alec A. Macfie, editors of the 1976
Glasgow Edition of The Theory of Moral
Sentiments, categorically rejected the Das
Adam Smith Problem, calling it “a
pseudo-problem based on ignorance and
misunderstanding.”

Smith extended his earlier moral
philosophy into economics rather than
discarding it. The ‘invisible hand’ was a
metaphor for how individual motivations,
when properly directed, could benefit
society. It was never intended to be a
celebration of avarice. Drawing on
Rousseau’s Second Discourse, as discussed
in Charles L. Griswold’s 2010 paper,
“Smith and Rousseau in Dialogue:
Sympathy, Pitié, Spectatorship and
Narrative,” Smith suggested that human
beings are not naturally sociable, and that
markets are extensions of morality rather
than moral voids.

The Das Adam Smith Problem has
come to symbolise the dual nature of
modernity itself, especially in the wake of
industrial capitalism. The majority of
contemporary scholars see this as a
misunderstanding or a partial grasp of
Smith’s philosophy and view it as forming
a coherent whole that unites ethics and
economics. As Amartya Sen wrote in a
2010 paper in the Erasmus Journal for
Philosophy and Economics, “In
economics, for example, Smith was
concerned not only with the sufficiency of
self-interest at the moment of exchange
but also with the wider moral motivations
and institutions required to support
economic activity in general.”

Reconciling morality and markets
On closer inspection, Smith’s two
perspectives are not only compatible but
also complement each other, as they are,

in fact, part of a unified system. While the
Wealth of Nations is more
outward-focused, the Theory of Moral
Sentiments is inward-focused; both,
however, view the world and the self
through the lens of empathy. The Wealth
of Nations deals with applied empathy,
whereas Theory of Moral Sentiments is
about empathy per se.

What is the root cause of the Das Adam
Smith Problem? As Leonidas Montes
argued in a 2003 paper in the Journal of
the History of Economic Thought,
“Scholars have long been interested in the
apparent dichotomy between sympathy
and self-interest in Smith.” This dilemma
arises because, by nature, human beings
are binary thinkers. The real world,
however, exists along a spectrum of grey
areas. There is a constant interplay,
advancement, regression, etc., of
self-interest and empathy. Smith’s two
books engage with different points along
this same spectrum.

In his 2010 work, Amartya Sen argued
that “Adam Smith has had much
smallness thrust upon him.” Smith
became the welfare theorist of today
because of the innovative interpretations
of the welfare economists.

Leon Walras, the famous economist,
set the goal for mathematical economics
in the 1880s, but it was not until Kenneth
Arrow’s work in the 1950s that it was
realised. To comprehend what markets
can accomplish collectively, Arrow
developed economic theory beyond tired

dichotomies of whether they are good or
bad.

A debate that endures

There is no denying that the “Das Adam
Smith Problem” has long puzzled
academics, and it shows not just the
dualities in Smith’s work but also our own
uneasy relationship with morality and
markets. But it is also necessary to
mention the fact that though the two
different Smiths are now well connected,
there is no single thread that fully links
the two works. As David Wilson and
William Dixon noted in a 2006 paper in
the Journal of Critical Realism, “There is
still no widely agreed version of what it is
that links these two texts, aside from their
common author.” That is the beauty and
mystery of it.

Today, the Das Adam Smith Problem
has taken on a broader scope. “How do
we integrate the fact that much economic
analysis is based on self-regard (via the
price mechanism) with renewed interest
in and evidence of the importance of
pro-social motivations?” Natalie Gold, of
the University of Oxford, in her 2020
paper in Social Philosophy & Policy, writes
that it’s the renewed Das Adam Smith
Problem for the 2ist century. Thus, the
cornerstone of the Scottish
Enlightenment in the 18th century
continues to shed light on the world in a
renewed spectrum.

(Atanu Biswas is Professor of Statistics,
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata)

05M. Das Adam Smith Problem: rethinking Smith’s moral and economic

worlds

Ty vsH Rwy gaean: g i dfas 3k anfds gfaar w1 qafd=ar
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While the Wealth of Nations is more outward-focused, the Theory of Moral Sentiments is
inward-focused; both, however, view the world and the self through the lens of empathy.

ST8T Wealth of Nations 3778 STeg-Ffgd &, I8l Theory of Moral Sentiments TaR®-higd &;
T ot 21T weTerstfer o giSeenior & fared 3 31mer 1 d@d &

The Wealth of Nations deals with applied empathy, whereas Theory of Moral Sentiments is
about empathy per se.

Wealth of Nations aTagiies Weregsifer & Taferc 8, Stafeh Theory of Moral Sentiments
ST & 7 FTFT W HA

What is the root cause of the Das Adam Smith Problem? / WWMWWH‘?WW

&

What is the root cause of the Das Adam Smith Problem?
& USH TEAY GAEAT T {T HROT FIAT 82

As Leonidas Montes argued in a 2003 paper in the Journal of the History of Economic
Thought, “Scholars have long been interested in the apparent dichotomy between
sympathy and self-interest in Smith.”

Srar for frafaerT Afew s 2003 & wa efergs 3 Journal of the History of Economic
Thought 7 & &2, “facaret o woa & ey & wergerfar 3 ward & ot fiwrs <ot arer gda
AT @I TR

This dilemma arises because, by nature, human beings are binary thinkers.

Tg R ST 3cTeT glclT § 1o TasTTad: ATST STy §e 1@d &

* The “Das Adam Smith Problem” refers to an apparent contradiction in the ideas of the
famous economist Adam Smith.

* It questions whether Smith believed in:

« Self-interest (people act for their own benefit)

« Or sympathy/morality (people care about others)

* At first glance, these seem contradictory.

Why did this problem arise?

Two Famous Books by Adam Smith

» The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) — Focuses on sympathy, ethics, and human
emotions

» The Wealth of Nations (1776) — Focuses on self-interest and markets

Some scholars thought:
* First book — Humans are moral and caring
* Second book — Humans are selfish and profit-seeking

= This difference created what is called the “Das Adam Smith Problem”

Is it really a contradiction?

Modern Understanding (Important Insight)
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* Most modern scholars say:

e Thisis nota real problem
e lItisa misunderstanding

* Smith’s ideas actually form a single unified philosophy combining:
« Ethics (morality)
* Economics (markets)

How do morality and self-interest work together?

e Humans are not purely selfish or purely moral
e They act based on a mix of both

Example 1: Shopkeeper

A shopkeeper sells goods to earn profit (self-interest)
But:

He must treat customers fairly

Maintain trust

So, morality supports self-interest

O05M. India resumes wheat exports after a gap of
four years

AR A IR ST & el & a1 A fAafa vy F &
T

e India resumes wheat exports after a gap of four years.
R =¥ TR ISt o Tl & a1 A e ve & & o

I d h e Indian traders have begun exporting wheat for the first
ndia resumes wheat exports time in four years, as ample stocks, higher global prices and

after a gap of four years firmer freight rates have opened a window for them to make
small shipments to buyers in Asia and the Middle East, trade

Indian traders have begun exporting wheat for sources said.

the first time in four years, as ample stocks, : RS TRt : qga?r ;
higher global prices z)llnd firmer frgight rateshave ~ CoTIR -‘q;;ﬁ +3 4R, CRLERI T 1]3«-\
opened a window for them to make small oraTa o fora &, Fifes gated #1ER, 37 dRas fiad 3k
shipments to buyers in Asia and the Middle East, 2 R . .
tradesourcessaid.Consumel;jgoods ﬂaagﬁwaﬁﬁ Qi%lﬂlﬁ?ﬂiﬂqtﬁa?maﬁ&ﬁ?mm
conglomerate ITC started loading 22,000 metric

tonsglofwheat at the western por%ofl(andla for T HIE e forar %I

shipment to the United Arab Emirates, sources e Consumer goods conglomerate ITC started loading

said, declining to be identified. reurers 22,000 metric tons of wheat at the western port of Kandla for

shipment to the United Arab Emirates, sources said, declining to be identified.
A A FATT % ITC & HIST FETME R 22,000 HEH o g Sl G I AT Hoiod &
foIT olig et A& R AT &, BTelifeh 3wgiad 3T9ei Tgailed Scllel & SefehR fohaT|
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War impacts April
manufacturing PMI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Manufacturing activity in
April 2026 slowed to its se-
cond-lowest level in nearly
four years, showed a priv-
ate sector survey of compa-
nies, with improvements
seen compared to March,
but new order levels still
remaining historically low.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) rose to
54.7 in April 2026 from
53.9 in March. However,
this level was still the se-
cond-lowest in 46 months.
A reading above 50 de-
notes expansion in activity
while one below 50 indi-
cates a contraction.

‘Mild recoveries’

“April data showed mild re-
coveries in growth of new
business intakes and pro-
duction among Indian ma-
nufacturers, but rates of in-
crease were still the
second-weakest since
2022, the report said. “Ex-

‘Foh! Repady

ports was a bright area,
with firms welcoming the
fastest upturn since last
September.”

Lower readings

The report noted that the
two largest sub-compo-
nents of the PMI — new or-
ders and output - rose
since March but readings
were still lower than those
seen in at least three-and-a-
half years.

“Survey participants in-
dicated that advertising
and demand resilience
supported sales and pro-
duction, but that growth
was hampered by competi-
tive conditions, the war in
the Middle East and a re-
luctance among clients to
approve pending quotes,”
the report said.

It further noted the sur-
vey respondents continued
to say the war exerted up-
ward pressure on inflation,
with input costs and out-
put charges rising at the
quickest rates in 44 and six
months, respectively.

O5M. War impacts April manufacturing
PMI

JeH FT 38T 3riter & A& PMI T

e War impacts April manufacturing PMI.
319el & manufacturing PMI 9X J&¥ &T 31 93T

e Manufacturing activity in April 2026 slowed to
its second-lowest level in nearly four years, showed a
private sector survey of companies, with improvements
seen compared to March, but new order levels still
remaining historically low.

318 2026 H manufacturing activity SeTHIT IR aNf 3
39 gAY HH forerel TaX o ol gY 918, Ueh foreh &1 &
HSETOT o TR, ETelifeh AT T Jolell 3 FUR ST 91T,
AfReT new orders T TR 3737 8ff UfagTas &7 & 57

LTl

e The HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) rose to 54.7 in April 2026 from
53.9 in March.

HSBC India Manufacturing PM| #TXI & 53.9 ¥ SGahT
37T 2026 H 54.7 g 37|

e However, this level was still the second-lowest
in 46 months.

gTeliTeh, I8 T 3187 o 46 AT 3 qEUT HaH e 2Tl

e A reading above 50 denotes expansion in
activity while one below 50 indicates a contraction.

50 ¥ W T TR expansion Y e2aT g, i 50 &
1= ST TAX contraction &Y gATaT 1

‘Mild recoveries’

JCS lil: Economy
National Stock Exchange

unveils Electronic Gold Receipt

The National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) on
Monday launched Electronic Gold Receipts
(EGRs) as a new segment, in a bid to create a
more transparent and efficient price discovery of
the yellow metal. The move is expected to bridge
the age-old gap between physical gold and the
financial markets by offering a regulated, secure,
and technologically-advanced platform for
trading in the precious commodity, the exchange
said in a statement. reuTers

O5M. National Stock Exchange unveils
Electronic Gold Receipt

A Tl TFHUS of SAFel i Ies Rl aiea
o

e National Stock Exchange unveils Electronic Gold
Receipt.

AT T TFAUS o SAFeiad Mes Rfle diea fonar)
e The National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) on

Monday launched Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) as a
new segment, in a bid to create a more transparent and

efficient price discovery of the yellow metal.
National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) & HIHdR @I Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRS)

I Teh AT HIHT & T F Wl [T, ATk gold Fr e freoT ufshar i 31f8 transparent

3T efficient IATAT ST T |
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e The move is expected to bridge the age-old gap between physical gold and the financial
markets by offering a regulated, secure, and technologically-advanced platform for trading in
the precious commodity, the exchange said in a statement.

TS A 41T # gl o Jg Fhed physical gold 3R financial markets & ster Qe 3ic Y
FH FLA H Heg P, Fife Ig regulated, secure 3R technologically-advanced platform
JaTel T g, Torad 38 precious commodity &7 SR fohar 311 Tah |

JAL: Vedanta plea
dismissed by NCLAT

li! ess !!!Sl Dl ln!a

NEW DELHI

A company law appeals
court rejected a challenge
by mining billionaire Anil
Agarwal’s Vedanta Ltd. to
the winning bid by Gautam
Adani’s group for bankrupt
real estate firm Jaiprakash
Associates Ltd. (JAL),
whose assets include For-

mula One circuit.

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) did not find merit
in the issues raised by Ve-
danta and dismissed its
two petitions. A Bench
held the Committee of
Creditors were right in pre-
ferring Adani Group’s
14,535 crore bid over Ve-
danta’s resolution plan.

05M. JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT
JAL: dgrdr @Y ATfaT NCLAT garT |Tier

¢ JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT.
JAL: Vedanta & a1faer NCLAT gaRT @Ik |

e A company law appeals court rejected a challenge by
mining billionaire Anil Agarwal’s Vedanta Ltd. to the winning bid
by Gautam Adani’'s group for bankrupt real estate firm
Jaiprakash Associates Ltd. (JAL), whose assets include Formula
One circuit.

Teh Shel Shlefel TR 3feTeld o Welel SCATAT feTer Jrararer
& Vedanta Ltd. ganT fearferar Raer veee w9t Jaiprakash

Associates Ltd. (JAL) & Torw itasr 3rsrelt & Tag i fasiall slell sl Feilcdl e aTell JTTerehl shr

@S & feam, foaas aREgfaat & Formula One circuit enfAer 1

e The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) did not find merit in the issues
raised by Vedanta and dismissed its two petitions.

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) &I Vedanta gaRT 331U 31T #egl &
IS GH AT T8l 3R 3T 3TFT gt Frfaent3it s @Rt 1 feam|

¢ A Bench held the Committee of Creditors were right in preferring Adani Group’s 314,535 crore
bid over Vedanta'’s resolution plan.

1S o AT ff Committee of Creditors a7 Adani Group T 214,535 13 &I dlell l Vedanta
#$r resolution plan TR IrATAHAT SHT T A0 for=m|
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‘Households face rising medical inflation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nivedita S.

Medical inflation in India is
rising at an exponential
rate every year with many
households, despite go-
vernment support, at risk
of piling up large debt if a
family member falls chron-
ically ill or has an accident.

The government’s 2025-
26  Economic  Survey
showed health inflation
slowed to 3% in December
2025 from 6% in 2023. Ho-
wever, the Aon’s Global
Medical Trends Rate 2026
and other reports put med-
ical inflation at 12-13%.

This is significant as
most Indians lack health
cover and depend on out-
of-pocket expenditure
(OOPE). In 2025, the esti-
mated average OOPE per
hospitalisation case (ex-
cluding childbirth) was
¥34,064 (331,484 in rural
and 38,688 in urban) as
per the Survey on Health
conducted as part of the
80th round of the National
Sample Survey. In govern-
ment hospitals, the aver-
age OOPE per hospitalisa-
tion was 6,631, ¥39,530 in
charitable/NGO-run hospi-
tals and ¥50,508 in private
hospitals. This is a huge
jump from the 75th round
where the average medical
expenditure was 320,135 in
hospitalisation cases (ex-
cluding childbirth). For a
large section of the popula-
tion, this exceeds monthly
household income.

Factors behind inflation
The reasons for the rise in
healthcare costs are multi-
faceted. “Rising medical
inflation can be attributed
to rapid technological ad-
vancement resulting in
costlier treatments, in-
creased demand as non-
communicable  disease
burden rises and popula-
tion ages,” Dr. Aashna Meh-
ta, associate professor at

of

o 8 '
\‘“\?
SN

oy

Turning pauper: Families resort to taking loans, selling jewels and
property to meet medical expenses. GETTY IMAGES /ISTOCK

the Indian Institute of Pu-
blic Health, said.

She added pharmaceuti-
cal inflation (rise in drug
price) was also a factor.

The advancement in
healthcare relies on tech-
nology leading to higher
input costs in hospitals and
increased imports of costly
medical devices and drugs.
The fluctuations caused by
global supply chain disrup-
tions also contribute.

“When new technology
is introduced in health-
care, the initial costs will
be high. However, with the
streamlining of the tech-
nologies and boosting local
production, the costs can
be reduced,” said Dr. M.
Muniyandi, Head of De-
partment of Health Eco-
nomics at the ICMR-Na-
tional Institute for
Research in Tuberculosis.

Privatisation issue
Privatisation of healthcare
in India is also a major fac-
tor in costs rising. In 2025,
61.25% of hospitalisation
cases were at private hospi-
tals as per the Survey on
Health. Many patients of-
ten had to resort to private
health institutions to take
certain lab tests and under-
go complex surgeries on
account of quality issues
and absence of these facili-
ties in public hospitals.

Profit-driven model

As public hospitals are
overburdened and lack in-
frastructure, large corpo-

rate players entered the
market to fill the gap. Priv-
ate equity investment in In-
dian healthcare stood at
$5.5 billion in 2023. The
profit-driven model in priv-
ate hospitals worsens in-
equities and accessibility.
The Supreme Court on
March 4, 2025, wurged
States to come out with
guidelines to regulate pric-
ing in private hospitals to
ensure patients were not
exploited or compelled to
undergo expensive treat-
ments and scans. “Enfor-
cement of regulations is
challenging given the size
of the private sector and
heterogeneity among pro-
viders,” Dr. Mehta said.

Lack of insurance

In a 2026 study published
in Global Heart on heart
failure, one of the leading
causes of death in India,
showed over 70% of pa-
tients lacked health cover
for costly treatment and
hospitalisation. As much as
90% of the total health ex-
penditure was financed by
OOPE. The average OOPE
per patient was 31,06,566.
In over 30% of the cases,
the families resorted to dis-
tress financing by taking
out loans, selling jewellery
and even property.

As of 2025, only 47.4%
rural and 44.3% of urban
households had some kind
of health cover. Moreover,
insurance does not cover
everything. “Most insu-
rance schemes only cover

05M. Households face rising medical inflation

I T Tgct RfHcar gerehfa w1 qmerer

hospitalisation; OOPE as
well as expenditure on
medicines is left out,
which means people ac-
cess these by paying out of
pockets,” Dr. Mehta said.

The government’s Ay-
ushman Bharat- Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB- PMJAY) provides %5
lakh/ to 12 crore poor and
vulnerable families in ur-
ban and rural areas for se-
condary and tertiary
healthcare.

However, rejection of
claims on account of incor-
rect documents, excessive
lag in reimbursement,
fraudulent activities by
hospitals and reliance on
digital services caused hin-
drances in its effectiveness.

Another problem is the
“missing middle,” says Dr.
Mehta. “Those who are left
out of coverage entirely be-
cause they are not poor
enough to be eligible for
government-funded
schemes and not well-off
enough to buy private
insurance.”

Solutions ahead

India’s public health ex-
penditure is below 2% of
GDP. The Union Budget
2026 allocated 31,04,559
crore towards the health-
care sector, which is only
0.26% of GDP. “Most coun-
tries that succeeded in
keeping healthcare affor-
dable and accessible for all
have done so on the back
of robust public sector pro-
visioning as well as public
spending and subsidies,”
Dr. Mehta said. She added
there was no other alterna-
tive to address the rising
medical inflation.

The Clinical Establish-
ments (Registration and
Regulation) Act, 2010,
mandates private and pu-
blic hospitals to charge the
rates for each type of pro-
cedure and service within
the range determined by
the Centre in consultation
with the State Govern-
ment. However, its imple-

mentation lags. As health-
care is a State subject, State
governments should step
in to form guidelines to en-
force this measure to pre-
vent overcharging.

“Strengthening public
healthcare network via in-
tegration of hospitals is ne-
cessary. Patients must be
able to move easily from a
primary health centre to
tertiary care. There must
be massive testing and
diagnostic facilities in
place run by the govern-
ment,” Dr. Muniyandi said.
He added the interventions
the government intro-
duced for addressing po-
lio, HIV and tuberculosis,
which ensured free treat-
ment for vulnerable popu-
lations, must now be ex-
panded to other serious
illnesses and non-com-
municable diseases.

To address pharmaceut-
ical inflation, the National
List of Essential Medicines
2022 must be expanded.
Currently, there are 384
drugs in the list and prices
capped by price ceilings
via market-based formula.

The World Health Or-
ganization’s (WHO) list of
essential medicines, ho-
wever, has 520 drugs. Sev-
eral experts pointed out
lack of frequent updation
left out several life-saving
drugs from the national
list.

“Apart from focusing on
prevention by adopting a
healthy lifestyle and opting
for periodic screening
against common illnesses,
those who can afford to
must buy private insurance
with ample coverage to
protect against catastroph-
ic health expenditure,” Dr.
Mehta said.

There is also a need to
expand the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955 to in-
clude healthcare services
apart from medicines to
ensure life-saving treat-
ments are readily available
for the public irrespective
of market conditions.

In 2025, the estimated average OOPE per hospitalisation case (excluding childbirth) was
34,064 (X31,484 in rural and %38,688 in urban) as per the Survey on Health conducted as
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part of the 80th round of the National Sample Survey.
2025 H 9fa 389dTet 91T 9X 338 OOPE 34,064 AT (ITHIOT 231,484 3R 2rgdY ¥38,688), Sidm
% National Sample Survey (80th round) & Survey on Health 3 SATT 37|

This is a huge jump from the 75th round where the average medical expenditure was 320,135
in hospitalisation cases (excluding childbirth).

FE 753 T3 Y JelaT A Sg 3Th &, SeT 3 @d 220,135 20|
For a large section of the population, this exceeds monthly household income.

FAGETT F 93 fTq & fow Ig 3T Affs 319 J 31F ¢l

Factors behind inflation

gar\ccﬁlﬁra:mur

The reasons for the rise in healthcare costs are multifaceted.

healthcare costs ¢ & &3 HRUT |

“Rising medical inflation can be attributed to rapid technological advancement resulting in
costlier treatments, increased demand as non-communicable disease burden rises and

population ages,” Dr. Aashna Mehta, associate professor at the Indian Institute of Public
Health, said.

3T, 31T AgdT o Fal fob technological advancement, &l non-communicable diseases
3R Jer gIclY TSTET & HROT Sellaf HE M & &l &

Many patients often had to resort to private health institutions to take certain lab tests and
undergo complex surgeries on account of quality issues and absence of these facilities in
public hospitals.

T[OTERAT 3R GIAEm3it hr st & SHROT FASH T private hospitals FT HERT ST TS 8|

Profit-driven model

TS ATTRT ATSel

As public hospitals are overburdened and lack infrastructure, large corporate players entered
the market to fill the gap.

public hospitals T $IR 318 gleY & HROT sl Hufaar 3|
Private equity investment in Indian healthcare stood at $5.5 billion in 2023.
2023 # private equity investment $5.5 billion 2|

The Supreme Court on March 4, 2025, urged States to come out with guidelines to regulate
pricing in private hospitals to ensure patients were not exploited or compelled to undergo
expensive treatments and scans.

Supreme Court o 4 AT 2025 i TAT T FIFAAT T AT T F forw feenfader = #r

DET|

“Enforcement of regulations is challenging given the size of the private sector and
heterogeneity among providers,” Dr. Mehta said.

31, AT o &g [ regulation enforcement &f&eT &1

The average OOPE per patient was %1,06,566.
gt 7T 3 OOPE %1,06,566 2|

In over 30% of the cases, the families resorted to distress financing by taking out loans,
selling jewellery and even property.

30% AT H IRERT A loans 3R 9l swe @ foma|
As of 2025, only 47.4% rural and 44.3% of urban households had some kind of health cover.
2025 T FHdel 47.4% ITHIOT 3R 44.3% 2edr IRERT & 91 health cover |
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e Moreover, insurance does not cover everything.
AT A FS HaX EHEZGI

‘No to
commodity
derivative
investments
by institutions’

!Sl!o&!l!!aﬂ l.

MUMBAI

The insurance and banking
watchdogs are not inclined
to allow institutions to in-
vest in commodity deriva-
tives, said SEBI Chairper-
son Tuhin Kanta Pandey
said at an event.

“They were engaged
with them and they had a
rationale that at this mo-
ment they don’t feel it is
the right time,” said Mr.
Pandey. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBID) said it will engage
with the Centre to enable
banks and pension funds
to trade in commodities to
promote the market.

Further speaking about
the threats from Mythos,
Anthropic’s large language
model being spoken of as a
security threat, Mr. Pandey
said: “innovation also
brings risk. New products
may be misunderstood.
Technology may be mis-
used. In an intercon-
nected securities market,
a single weak link can
create wider risks. Regu-
lated entities have to stay
ahead of such risks
through stronger cyber
resilience, continuous
monitoring and faster re-
mediation. SEBI is in con-
stant touch with market
participants and relevant
stakeholders as the latest
challenge after Mythos and
similar Al models test our
resilience. SEBI will soon
issue an initial advisory on
risks emanating from such
models and Al-led vulnera-
bility detection tooled. Al-
gorithms may move faster
than human controls.”

Underlining the need
for access and awareness
at the same time, he said
investor participation must
come with responsibility.

e “Most insurance schemes only cover hospitalisation; OOPE as well as
expenditure on medicines is left out,” Dr. Mehta said.

7. AET o g [ 3TARIRI JSTATT Faer hospitalisation FHaT HIAT &

e The government’s Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) provides %5 lakh to 12 crore poor and vulnerable families.
Ayushman Bharat PMJAY 12 315 IRART T 25 o HT Ha< ST &

e However, rejection of claims, delays, fraud and digital dependence affect its
effectiveness.

AfehsT claim rejection, 33 3R GT@TerdY sHFr goaeierdr o Tsfad ad g
e Another problem is the “missing middle,” says Dr. Mehta.
T HHEAT “missing middle” $ g1

e “Those who are not poor enough for government schemes and not rich
enough for private insurance.”

S aradie § 3 o & e e @i gaa €

Solutions ahead
HHATETT

e India’s public health expenditure is below 2% of GDP.
R T public health expenditure GDP & 2% & & &1

e The Union Budget 2026 allocated %¥1,04,559 crore to healthcare, only 0.26% of
GDP.

Union Budget 2026 & Z1,04,559 a1 3Tdfed forw arw|

e The Clinical Establishments Act, 2010 mandates pricing regulation but
implementation lags.

Clinical Establishments Act 2010 @9 § aiféhet &l & @I1e] ¥6T gl

e State governments should enforce pricing rules.
T Y pricing rules #1E] &Y ATRT|

e Free treatment models used in polio, HIV and TB should be expanded.
polio, HIV, TB S SIIsh#AT & faEdR 8= T1iRT|

e To address pharmaceutical inflation, the National List of Essential
Medicines 2022 must be expanded.

National List of Essential Medicines 2022 & fa¥dR J& g1
e Currently, 384 drugs are included, while the WHO list has 520.
3780 384 gar €, Safeh WHO F=t & 520 €

e Thereis also a need to expand the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to
include healthcare services.

Essential Commodities Act 1955 3 TaTE2T JQT31T ! eMTHAT HLT AT

05M. ‘No to commodity derivative investments by institutions’

‘HEATAT garT FAISE 3Rafea der i 78

¢ ‘No to commodity derivative investments by institutions’.

FEYTEAT GaRT commodity derivatives # foiaer &t sigr|

e The insurance and banking watchdogs are not inclined to allow institutions to invest in
commodity derivatives, said SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey said at an event.

insurance 3iR banking watchdogs H€2T=t s commodity derivatives # fader T sty
oot & qeT H =Ig1 8, g SEBI Chairperson JfeeT Hid 91S & Ueh sishel # e
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¢ |n an interconnected securities market, a single weak link can create wider risks.
Teh 33 §U securities market 3 U HHASR el 93 S el T Fehell &1

e Regulated entities have to stay ahead of such risks through stronger cyber resilience,
continuous monitoring and faster remediation.

regulated entities &I HsTgd cyber resilience, SEAR ﬁ?m?ﬁﬁ'\ré\?rgwa? HATETH I 5T

QAT & 37T W@ B
GS Paper Il1: Environment 05 May 2026
TOPICS COVERED
05M | Mexico City is sinking so fast, it can be seen from space

AFTR A sa N T T W F A saReT A @ ST aFar 8

Mexico City is
sinking so fast,
it can be seen
from space

exico City is sinking by nearly 25

cm a year, according to new

satellite imagery released this
week by NASA, making it one of the
world’s fastest-subsiding metropolises.

One of the world’s most sprawling and
populated urban areas, at 7,800 sq. km
and some 22 million people, the Mexican
capital and surrounding cities were built
atop an ancient lake bed. Many
downtown streets were once canals, a
tradition that continues in the rural
fringes. Extensive groundwater pumping
and urban development have
dramatically shrunk the aquifer, meaning
that Mexico City has been sinking for
more than a century, leaving many
monuments and older buildings — like the
Metropolitan Cathedral, where
construction began in 1573 — visibly tilted
to the side. The contracting aquifer has
also contributed to a chronic water crisis.
“It damages part of the critical

infrastructure of Mexico City, such as the
subway, the drainage system, the water,

The NASA estimates are based on

measurements taken by the
NISAR satellite, which is a joint
initiative between NASA and ISRO

that can track real-time changes
on the earth’s surface

the potable water system, housing and
streets,” said Enrique Cabral, a researcher
studying geophysics at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico. “It’s a
very big problem.”

Mexico City is sinking so fast that the
subsidence can be spotted from space.

In some parts it is happening at an
average rate of 2 cm a month, according
to NASA, such as at the main airport and
the iconic monument commonly known
as the Angel of Independence.

Overall that means a yearly subsidence
rate of about 24 cm. Over the course of
less than a century, the drop has been
more than 12 m, according to Cabral.

The NASA estimates are based on
measurements taken between October
2025 and January 2026 by the NISAR
satellite, which can track real-time
changes on the earth’s surface and is a
joint initiative between NASA and the
Indian Space Research Organisation.

NISAR scientist Paul Rosen said that by
capturing details of the earth from space,
the project is also “telling us something
about what’s actually happening below
the surface.” “It’s basically documentation
of all of these changes within a city,” Mr.
Rosen said. He added: “You can see the
full magnitude of the problem.”

With time the team hopes to be able to
zoom in even more on specific areas and
get measurements on a
building-by-building basis.

More broadly, researchers hope to
apply the technology around the world to
track things like natural disasters, changes
in fault lines, the effects of climate change
in regions like Antarctica and more.

Mr. Rosen said it could be used to
bolster alert systems, letting scientists
alert governments for evacuations in
cases of volcano eruptions, for example.

For Mexico City the technology
amounts to a big advance in studying the
subsidence issue and mitigating its worst
effects, according to Cabral.

For decades the government has
largely ignored the problem other than
stabilizing foundations under monuments
like the cathedral. But following recent
flare-ups of the water crisis, Cabral said,
officials have begun to fund more
research. Imagery from the NISAR
satellite and the data that comes with it
will be key for scientists and officials as
they plan on how to address the problem.

“To do long-term mitigation of the
situation,” Cabral said, “the first step is to
justunderstand.”

05M. Mexico City is sinking so
fast, it can be seen from space

AT RO s N T da @
F 5@ 3ralet ¥ @1 AT HFaAT &

Mexico City is sinking / AfFas f&dr
da e

e Mexico City is sinking by nearly
25 cm ayear, according to new satellite
imagery released this week by NASA,
making it one of the world’s fastest-
subsiding metropolises.

AfFas A& ufa a¥ aersmr 25 et Frex
& T 8, o [ 58 dedTg AT ganT
SR 399rg RrEt & aar g &, oad I8
farea & Fad Al & SHd AgFIRT A &
T 9 IS &

e One of the world’s most
sprawling and populated urban areas, at
7,800 sq. km and some 22 million
people, the Mexican capital and
surrounding cities were built atop an
ancient lake bed.

e & @ faEcd 3R STereear arer
ergdY &1aY & & U, STITeT 7,800 I foRaAt
&Y 3 SIRTeT9T 2.2 T SAAWEAT & 1Y,
T A Toh et el e ¥ AT &1

¢ Many downtown streets were
once canals, a tradition that continues in
the rural fringes.

&S AT Tl T Tgel oTe¥ oY, oI

QIO 371oT AT o &4 & SR B
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Extensive groundwater pumping and urban development have dramatically shrunk the
aquifer, meaning that Mexico City has been sinking for more than a century.

S $Tel arget 31 AT T & SAere[e (aquifer) Y et Repts Ay, fores Hror
AfFaen! AT T T I TS TF T T 99 Bl ¢

This has left many monuments and older buildings — like the Metropolitan Cathedral —
visibly tilted.

SN 5 TARS 3R [ s73a — S AQifea Fdge — Tove &9 A 37 gU fewrs &l €
The contracting aquifer has also contributed to a chronic water crisis.
TSI §31T STelyd Teh TATAY STl Hehe T HROT 37 ST ¢

“It damages part of the critical infrastructure such as the subway, drainage system,
potable water system, housing and streets,” said Enrique Cabral.

“TE AT T AGeAYVT AT oI¥ HEY, el FAwrit JorTelt, G=rater yomrel, 3mar i #5H &1
TR TEATAT ¢, THT TA R ShsiTel =1 el |

In some parts it is happening at an average rate of 2 cm a month.
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Such as at the main airport and the Angel of Independence monument.
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Overall that means a yearly subsidence rate of about 24 cm.
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Over less than a century, the drop has been more than 12 m.
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The NASA estimates are based on measurements taken between October 2025 and
January 2026 by the NISAR satellite.
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This satellite can track real-time changes on the earth’s surface.
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It is a joint initiative between NASA and ISRO.
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Scientist Paul Rosen said the project reveals what is happening below the surface.
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With time, the team hopes to zoom in on specific areas and get building-by-building
measurements.
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Researchers also aim to apply the technology globally to track natural disasters, fault lines,
and climate change.
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It could help improve alert systems for events like volcanic eruptions.
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For Mexico City, this technology is a major advance in studying subsidence and mitigating its
effects.
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For decades, the government largely ignored the issue except stabilising monument
foundations.
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