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PCS Special:    05 May 

05M Inter regains Serie A crown; Real makes Barcelona wait 

                  Serie A      ;                                   
 

05M. Inter regains Serie A crown; Real 
makes Barcelona wait 

                                              

                             

 

 Inter Milan won its 
third Serie A title in six 
seasons, and 21st overall, 
on Sunday thanks to a 
comfortable 2-0 win over 
Parma at a jubilant San 
Siro. 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
05 May 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
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 Inter Milan    छह                    Serie A       औ      21                    Parma    
2-0               San Siro          

GS Paper 1: Society 05 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
05M SC brings survivors of forcible ingestion of acid in RPwD Act 

                               ग            RPwD                       
05M SC raps Odisha courts for „odious‟ bail conditions to Adivasi people 

                                                „     ‟                     

05M.  SC brings survivors of forcible ingestion of 
acid in RPwD Act 

                               ग            RPwD 

                      
 The Supreme Court on Monday included persons who 

were forcibly administered acid within the definition of “acid 
attack victims” under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016. 

                         उ            ,    ह                   
   , “acid attack victims”                         ,    Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016     ह      ह   
 The 2016 law recognised only victims of acid-throwing, and 

not forcible acid ingestion. 

 2016                  acid-throwing                          ,   

        acid ingestion               
 It accepted both the act of acid-throwing and the 

administration of acid as offences punishable with imprisonment 
from 10 years to a life sentence under Section 124 (voluntarily 
causing grievous hurt). 

      acid-throwing औ                                ,    
Section 124 (           ह      )     ह  10                    

                            ह   
 A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Joymalya 

Bagchi said the reading into of survivors of forcible administration 
of acid in the category of ―acid attack victims‖ would be deemed to 
be operative retrospectively from the inception of the Act in 2016. 

                                औ                      ग          

    ह                                  “acid attack victims”    
                   2016                        ह  
retrospectively                  

Benefits apply 

       ग    ग  

 The deemed recognition would aid victims of forcible acid ingestion to claim disability 
benefits due under the 2016 Act. 

  ह                                     2016             ह             disability 

benefits                            
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 Till the Schedule of the 2016 Act is changed, the Supreme Court must pass an order under 
Article 142 to include not only persons on whom acid was thrown but also those who suffered 
the extreme agony of having to forcibly ingest acid in the category of „acid attack victim‟. 

       2016                              ह   ह   ,               Article 142     ह       

              ह              उ                                             ,      उ  

                             ह                       औ     ह                      

 

05M. SC raps Odisha courts for „odious‟ bail conditions to Adivasi people 

                                                „     ‟                     

 When the Odisha judiciary set ―odious‖ bail conditions, such as cleaning police stations for 
two months, for members of Adivasi and Dalit communities, it suggested that judges 
had a “regressive mindset” and caste-based biases, the Supreme Court said on Monday. 

                                औ                                   ह                  
             “odious” bail conditions             ,     ह        ह                  
“regressive mindset” औ  caste-based biases ह ,                          ह   

 The subjects of these bail conditions were around 40 indigenous people facing criminal 
charges after their protest against the acquisition of their land for a Vedanta Group bauxite 
mining project in Rayagada and Kalahandi districts allegedly turned violent. 

                           40 indigenous people   ,    Vedanta Group            
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                                     ह                                            ह    

ह                                      ह      

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 05 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05M Regional strife in West Asia hushes holy cities in Iraq 

                                                                 
 

05M. Regional strife in West Asia hushes holy 
cities in Iraq 

                                                    
             

 In Iraq‟s holy city of Najaf, the majestic shrine of 
Imam Ali stands quiet, its vast courtyards no longer echoing 

with the multilingual whispers of pilgrims from before the West 
Asia war. 

 Iraq          ह  Najaf    Imam Ali        shrine          ह , 
                    West Asia war     ह        ह            
    ह                ह           

 Millions of Shia Muslims from around the world typically 
flock to Najaf and fellow holy city Karbala every year. 

                   Shia Muslims ह      Najaf औ              ह  
Karbala         

 But the regional war ignited in late February by U.S.-
Israeli strikes on Iran has stemmed the usual influx of pilgrims. 

                       U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran        ह   

regional war                                  ह   
 People in the holy cities ―live on religious tourism‖, said 

Harmoush, who for 38 years has worked in the old market near 
Najaf‟s golden-domed mausoleum. 

       ह          ―religious tourism‖          ह , Harmoush    
 ह ,    38        Najaf       ह                                   ह  
ह   

 The shrine is the ornate burial place of Ali — the 
Prophet Mohammed‟s son-in-law, the fourth Islamic caliph 
and the first Shia Imam. 

  ह shrine, Ali                  ह  —    Prophet 

Mohammed         ,      Islamic caliph औ   ह   Shia Imam 

    
 The situation is no different in Karbala, which is around 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of 

Najaf and home to the shrines of the revered grandsons of Prophet Mohammed, Imam 
Hussein and his brother Abbas. 

       Karbala            ह   ह ,    Najaf         80          उ           ह  औ  Imam 

Hussein     उ        Abbas                 घ  ह   
GS Paper II: Polity 05 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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05M Did the PM‟s broadcast violate MCC? 

                       MCC             ? 

05M What does the latest ruling mean for the Forest Rights Act? 

                                                   ?  

 
 

 
05M. Did the PM‟s broadcast violate MCC? 

                       MCC             ? 

 Model Code of Conduct (MCC) and election norms /             (MCC) औ                

 The Model Code of Conduct (MCC), which guides political parties and candidates during 
elections, was drafted by the Kerala government in 1960. 

                 (MCC),                                 औ                             ह , 
 ह       1960                                     

 The Election Commission (EC) formalised it in 1968, revised it in 1974, and added Part VII 
on the ―party in power‖ in 1979. 

         ग (EC)        1968    औ              , 1974                , औ  1979    ―       
    ‖      ग VII       
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 Former Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan enforced it with unprecedented rigour 
from 1991. 

                        .  .         1991                                          
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s April 18 address has raised questions about whether the 

address violated the Code. 

                      18                    ह     उ     ह          ह                       
उ   घ       ह   

 How did the Model Code of Conduct evolve? /                              ? 

 The Supreme Court, in Mohinder Singh Gill v. Chief Election Commissioner (1978), 
described Article 324 as ―a reservoir of power‖ that allows the EC to act where Parliament 

has not legislated. 

                         ग                        (1978)            324    ―             ‖ 

     ,             ग     ह                            ह   ह                  ह         ह   
 The Punjab and Haryana High Court, in Harbans Singh Jalal v. Union of India (1997), 

held that the Code comes into effect from the announcement of the election schedule. 

      औ                                                       (1997)     ह          

                       घ                 ह       ह   
 Sanctions range from censure to the suspension of party recognition under paragraph 

16A of the Election Symbols Order, 1968. 

                                 , 1968            16A     ह                           ह  
     ह   

 Mr. Modi‘s address was carried live on Doordarshan, Sansad TV, and All India Radio. 

                         ,          , औ                                    
 He named four Opposition parties and urged women voters in Tamil Nadu and West 

Bengal to punish them at the polls on April 23 for defeating the 131st Constitution 
Amendment Bill in the Lok Sabha. 

उ ह                              औ           औ          ग                        23      

            उ ह                  ह     ,       उ ह              131                          

                   

Does the Prime Minister‟s broadcast violate the Code? /                                      
              ? 

 Clauses 1(a), 1(b), and 4 of Part VII of the MCC prohibit the party in power from combining 
official visits with electioneering, using government machinery for campaign work, and 
misusing publicly funded mass media for partisan coverage during the election period. 

MCC      ग VII         1(a), 1(b), औ  4                                                       

            ,                                उ         , औ                              
                       उ                               ह   

 The broadcast raises distinct questions under both the Code and the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951. 

 ह                   औ                      , 1951                   -        उ     
ह   

 The Code asks what the incumbent did with public resources. 

             ह   छ   ह                                         उ                
 It does not provide a closed list of impermissible appeals; that open texture is deliberate. 

 ह                                         ह       ;  ह                             ह   
 Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, as amended in 1961, makes 

it a corrupt practice for a candidate or his agent to appeal to voters on the ground of ―his‖ 
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religion, race, caste, community, or language. 

                    , 1951         123(3),      1961                    ,                
            उ                              ―    ‖    ,     ,  ग ,       ,                    
                             ह   

 The provision turns on a pronoun, ―his‖, and five enumerated nouns. 

 ह                 , ―    ‖, औ                                ह   
 In Abhiram Singh v. C.D. Commachen (2017), a seven-judge Bench of the Supreme 

Court settled, by a 4:3 majority, that ―his‖ extends to the voter as well as the candidate. 

                   .  .        (2017)                                          4:3          
              ―    ‖                      औ                        ह    ह   

What do the law and the courts say about such appeals? /                            औ          

           ? 

 The April 18 broadcast ran on different axes: gender as a mobilising category, party 
affiliation as a target, and the Prime Minister‟s national broadcast on Doordarshan as the 

medium. 

18                                        :    ग                                     , 
                            , औ                                                      

 The objection here is not to the identity of the audience, but to the partisan use of publicly 
funded media. 

 ह                           ह  ,                                                      ग 

   ह   
 Section 123(7) makes it a corrupt practice to obtain or procure the assistance of 

government servants, including gazetted officers, for the furtherance of a candidate‟s 
electoral prospects. 

     123(7)          ,                 ,                                ह ,     ह          

                      ह           उ                                                 ह   
 The sub-section was drafted to deter candidates from pressuring police and revenue 

officials into electioneering; the petition asks whether its reach extends to public 
broadcasters and the PMO. 

 ह उ      उ                  औ                                                               
              ;         ह     उ     ह                                    औ           
        (PMO)             ह    ह   

 The petition argues that the use of Doordarshan and Sansad TV, along with Prime 
Minister‟s Office personnel, to prepare and disseminate a partisan broadcast falls within 

this prohibition. 

                       ह             औ               उ    ,     ह                      
              ह                              औ                                      ह   

 On that reading, the statute reaches April 18 not through its five nouns but through its 
workforce clause. 

                   ,       18         घ                                     ह  ,           
                           ह      ह   

 Part VII asks what the party in power did with public resources; the statute asks which of 
five categories the appeal invoked, or whose assistance it procured. 

  ग VII  ह   छ   ह                                        उ              ;             ह 

  छ   ह                                 ह            ह            
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 The statute sets a floor on corrupt practice, not a ceiling on what the Code can reach. 

                                                   ह ,       ह              ह          

        ह       ह         ह   
                                                                   ह   

 

 

05M. What does the latest ruling mean for Forest Rights Act? 

                                                   ?  

 On April 20, the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court reminded the District Level 
Committee (DLC) under the Forest Rights Act 2006 in Lakhimpur, Uttar Pradesh, that any 
previous court orders inconsistent with a later law are null and void. 

20        ,                            ऊ                                         

        2006     ह                   (DLC)                                            

                                  ह ,         औ        ह   

 The DLC is headed by the District Collector and includes the Divisional Forest Officer, the 
District Tribal Welfare Officer, and three district panchayat members. 

DLC                            ह  औ                           ,                    

       ,                                ह    ह   
 The core legal principle in lawmaking is that all provisions in earlier laws and court orders 

that are inconsistent with the provisions of a later law are null and void. 

                                    ह ह      ह             औ                                 

                                             ह ,         औ        ह    ह   
 The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 itself also states that forest rights are recognised and 

vested in forest dwellers ―notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time 

being in force and subject to the provisions of this Act‖. 

                  (FRA) 2006       ह  ह   ह                                औ     ह  

ह , ―  ह                            छ       ह  ह , औ                                ह  ‖ 
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 The Gram Sabha is a statutory authority under the FRA. 

       , FRA     ह                     ह   
 It has to issue 60 days‟ notice to the State-Level Monitoring Committee to proceed against 

the authority violating the law. 

उ            उ   घ                                                         ग              
60                    ह    ह   

How has the FRA been superseded? / FRA                      ग     ? 

 FRA disallows the eviction or removal of forest dwellers ―from forest land under their 

occupation till the recognition and verification procedure is complete‖. 

FRA             उ                                       ह                ह       ,          

       औ                      ह       
 For example, in January 2026, the Uttarakhand High Court ordered the forest department 

that ―till final adjudication of the claims, the respondents shall refrain from initiating any 
coercive action, including eviction of the petitioners or interference with their peaceful 
possession and agricultural activities on the lands under their occupation‖. 

उ  ह         ,       2026                                  ग                  ―        
              ,                             ,                                 उ              
     औ       ग            ह            ह ,      ह       ‖ 

 This was based on the forest officer‟s submission that they were encroachers and weren‘t 
eligible for rights under the FRA. 

 ह                                                    औ  FRA     ह                 

 ह       
 Authorities also continue to issue eviction orders under the Tamil Nadu Forest Act (TNFA) 

1882, despite such orders having been overridden by the FRA. 

                                   (TNFA) 1882     ह                        ह ,      

         FRA                         ह   

Does the FRA allow grazing? /     FRA                       ? 

 On March 13 this year, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court dismissed a review 
petition of the March 2022 order, noting that ―the provisions prohibiting cattle trespass into 
forests under Section 57 of the Tamil Nadu Forest Act‖, to protect wildlife and the spread 
of disease, were the valid legal basis for the ban. 

       13        ,                                       2022                             
           ,  ह  ह   ह                                  57     ह                            

                ,              औ    ग                   ,                    ह   
 The High Court had initially banned grazing in all forest areas of Tamil Nadu; later the 

same month, it restricted the ban order to tiger reserves, national parks, and wildlife 
sanctuaries. 

                                                                          ;        उ    ह    
       ग       ,             , औ                                    

 However, it made no reference to the FRA, which recognises grazing rights in all forests, 
including those overlapping with tiger reserves, national parks, and wildlife sanctuaries. 

ह      ,      FRA        उ      ह           ,                                             ह , 
         ग       ,             , औ                          ह   

 FRA is also a central law and thus overrides a State law with regard to both prohibition and 
permission for grazing. 
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FRA                ह  औ                                औ                                  

               ह   
 

GS Paper II: Governance 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05M SC asks Centre to examine plea on revising Aadhaar issuance norms 

                                                                                       
05M How to know if a medical technology actually adds value 

                                  ग                          
05M Corporate governance issues at Chowgule Steamships 

   ग                        ग                   
 
 

 

05M. SC asks Centre to examine plea on revising Aadhaar issuance norms 

                                                                                       

 SC asks Centre to examine plea on revising Aadhaar issuance norms. 

                                                                                  ह   
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 The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Union government to examine a plea seeking 
issuance of new Aadhaar cards only to children, and that the Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) frame ―stringent guidelines‖ for the grant of the identity document to adults and 
adolescents. 

                                                                  ह ,                       

Aadhaar cards           औ  UIDAI             औ                “stringent guidelines” 

                    ह   
 A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant asked the Centre to consider a petition 

filed by advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, which said easy accessibility to Aadhaar cards 
should be restricted to prevent infiltrators from disguising themselves as Indian citizens. 

                                                                                          

                                    ह ,        ह         Aadhaar cards         उ       
                      ह       घ                                                      

 Mr. Upadhyay said a signed rental agreement and a 182-day stay in one location would make 
a person statutorily eligible to apply for an Aadhaar card. 

    उ           ह        ह                   औ               182                   
                      Aadhaar card                                 ह   

 He said Aadhaar was being used as an entry document to ―infiltrate‖ and obtain other Indian 
records, from ration cards to passports. 

 उ ह     ह     Aadhaar    उ     ―infiltrate‖      औ                                   

                                                               ह  ह   
 Mr. Upadhyay said that as per UIDAI records, there were already 144 crore Aadhaar holders. 

    उ           ह     UIDAI                      ह      ह  144      Aadhaar holders ह   
 The authority had stated that 99% of citizens had Aadhaar, including 55 crore Jan Dhan 

account holders and 85 crore recipients of free ration. 

             ह     99%                Aadhaar ह ,       55      Jan Dhan account 

holders औ  85      free ration                 ह   
  ―Infiltration is an economic offence in so far as it is done to take unlawful benefits of the 

resources of a country. 

 ―Infiltration                ह         ह                                                  
     ह   

 It is done in an organised manner… 

  ह                           ह … 

 The petition also sought the installation of display boards at common service centres stating 
that Aadhaar is only proof of identity and not of citizenship. 

            ह                  common service centres                                   

   Aadhaar       ह            ह ,              ह    
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05M. How to know if a medical technology actually adds value 

                                  ग                          

 Unlike with consumer goods, you cannot undo an implant that causes chronic pain, 
reverse an unnecessary diagnostic test or erase a false diagnosis from your medical 
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record; expensive does not mean better in healthcare, it means higher stakes and this 
distinction is critical in a country like India 

                        ,                         ह                            उ          ह , 
                            उ    ह                                   ग            
      ह       ;    ग  ह                         ह              ह   ह ,       ह               
       ह  औ   ह                              ह       ह  

 This distinction is critical in India, where millions make expensive healthcare decisions out of 
pocket while public systems struggle with scarce resources. 

 ह                    ह       ह ,  ह             ह                                     ह ,      

                                             ह   
 Yet this is where clear thinking matters most: your decisions affect your health and finances 

in irreversible ways. 

        ह   ह     ह   ह                        ह :                        औ         
                          ह   

Unique vulnerability /                    

 A patient might spend ₹2 lakh on a recommended screening test that a government health 
system would never fund at scale. 

                          ₹2                 ह ,                                       
              ह          

 Consider a genetic screening test for hereditary cancer risk in a woman with a family 
history of breast cancer. 

     ह     ,                                ह   ह ,                              
 A positive test entails preventive surgery, improved survival, lifelong surveillance, and family 

planning decisions. 

                       ह                ,   ह               ,               औ  
                 

 Here, ₹30,000 represents excellent value. 

 ह   ₹30,000                               ह   
 But deploy the same test in a healthy population, and it is positive roughly twice per 1,000 

individuals. 

      उ                                          ह     1,000                ह           

ह    ह   
 So you spend ₹3 crore identifying two individuals who benefit. 

        ₹3                                   ह    ह    ह   
 The remaining 998 experience anxiety, unnecessary follow-ups, and potential harm from 

false positives. 

    998          ,               औ                                   ह          ह   
  

                          ग    उ      ह       ह ,       उ      ह           ह       ह   
 For example, expandable metal stents approved for biliary ducts were used off-label in 

blood vessels. 

उ  ह         ,                                                    उ            ह        
ऑ -               

Being a good patient /      ग   ग       
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 Asking these questions doesn‘t make you a difficult patient. It makes you an informed one. 

             छ               ग   ह        ,                  ग        ह   
 When your doctor recommends an expensive new technology, you don‘t need to be 

confrontational. 

                        ग                 ह      ह ,                   ह       
         ह   ह   

 Write down the questions beforehand and don‘t shy away from the hard ones. 

         ह             औ                 छ    ह    
 Take notes on the answers. 

उ                      
 Good doctors welcome these questions because they have already asked themselves the 

same things. 

  छ                                ह                     ह                         ह    ह   
 If a doctor dismisses your questions or pressures you into deciding immediately, that is 

important information. 

                                           ह                                             
ह ,     ह                ह   

 You deserve time to think through expensive decisions. 

        ग                                                  ह   
 Medicine is not unique in requiring trade-offs — but it is unique in the stakes. 

                  (trade-offs)               ह   ह ,                              ह   
 A bad stock investment recovers. 

                             ह   
 A bad medical technology decision becomes part of your body, your medical record, and 

your life forever. 

                                             ,                औ                 ह    
        ह   

 The questions that matter are not intellectually complex but may feel uncomfortable to ask. 

 ह                              ह   ह   ,       उ ह    छ                ह   
 Your responsibility is to ask them anyway, demand evidence and insist on comparison. 

            ह        उ ह         छ ,                  औ                   
 In a system designed to innovate faster than it validates, your scepticism is your only real 

leverage. 

                                                   ह ,            ह                    ह   
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05M. Corporate governance issues at Chowgule Steamships 

   ग                        ग                   

 Ms. Chowgule, one of the legal heirs of the late industrialist Yeshwantrao Chowgule, has filed 
complaints before multiple regulatory bodies, including the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI), the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), the Registrar of 
Companies and the Income Tax Department, seeking a comprehensive investigation. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
6 

        उ                   ग              उ                 ग       SEBI, NCLT, Registrar 

of Companies औ  Income Tax Department   ह                                          

     ह                  ह   
 Central to the complaint is the allegation that CSL‘s subsidiary, Chowgule Steamships 

Overseas Limited (CSOL), sold vessels during 2018–19 but sought shareholder approval only 
subsequently at the company‘s annual general meeting in July 2019. 

                     ह     CSL     ह          Chowgule Steamships Overseas Limited 

(CSOL)    2018–19     ह       ,                                 2019    annual general 

meeting               
 The explanatory statement to shareholders, the complaint notes, did not disclose that the 

transactions had already been completed, raising concerns over transparency and 
compliance with disclosure norms. 

                 ,                     explanatory statement     ह  ह                

        ह   ह       ह         ,       transparency औ  disclosure norms                 उ    
 The complaint argues that such post-facto approvals effectively deprived shareholders of 

meaningful oversight. 

            ह      ह          ह    post-facto approvals                                  
                         

 The complaint highlights what it terms structural governance lapses, including the same 
individual holding the roles of Managing Director and Chief Financial Officer, a practice it 
claims is in violation of Section 203 of the Companies Act, 2013. 

           structural governance lapses    उ              ह ,          ह           
Managing Director औ  Chief Financial Officer             ह          ह ,    Companies 

Act, 2013    Section 203    उ   घ            ह   
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05M Europeans have „gotten message‟ from Trump on defence: NATO 

                                      : NATO 

 

05M.  Europeans have „gotten message‟ from 
Trump on defence: NATO 

                                      : NATO 

 Europeans have ―heard‖ U.S. President Donald 
Trump‘s message of frustration over the Iran war and are 
―stepping up‖, NATO chief Mark Rutte said on Monday after 

Washington said it would withdraw 5,000 troops from 
Germany. 

                                                             

                   ―    ‖ ह  औ     ―         ह  ह ‖, NATO      

                        ह ,                         5,000 

      ह        घ         
 

 

 

GS Paper III: Economy 05 May 2026 
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TOPICS COVERED      

05M Das Adam Smith Problem: rethinking Smith‟s moral and economic worlds 

                  :               औ                            

05M India resumes wheat exports after a gap of four years 

                                  ग                            
05M War impacts April manufacturing PMI 

                              PMI    

05M National Stock Exchange unveils Electronic Gold Receipt 

                                ग                    
05M JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT 

 JAL:                   NCLAT             

05M Households face rising medical inflation 

                                        
05M „No to commodity derivative investments by institutions‟ 

 „                                             ‟ 
 
 

 
 

05M.  Das Adam Smith Problem: rethinking Smith‟s moral and economic 

worlds 

                  :               औ                            
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 While the Wealth of Nations is more outward-focused, the Theory of Moral Sentiments is 
inward-focused; both, however, view the world and the self through the lens of empathy. 

 ह   Wealth of Nations          -      ह ,  ह   Theory of Moral Sentiments       -      ह ; 
                                         औ               ह   

 The Wealth of Nations deals with applied empathy, whereas Theory of Moral Sentiments is 
about empathy per se. 

Wealth of Nations                                ह ,      Theory of Moral Sentiments 

                               ह   

What is the root cause of the Das Adam Smith Problem? /                                    
  ? 

 What is the root cause of the Das Adam Smith Problem? 

                                   ह ? 

 As Leonidas Montes argued in a 2003 paper in the Journal of the History of Economic 
Thought, ―Scholars have long been interested in the apparent dichotomy between 
sympathy and self-interest in Smith.‖ 

                           2003                Journal of the History of Economic 

Thought            , ―                                     औ                                    

             ह  ह  ‖ 
 This dilemma arises because, by nature, human beings are binary thinkers. 

 ह              उ     ह    ह                                        ह   
• The “Das Adam Smith Problem” refers to an apparent contradiction in the ideas of the 

famous economist Adam Smith. 

• It questions whether Smith believed in: 

• Self-interest (people act for their own benefit) 

• Or sympathy/morality (people care about others) 

• At first glance, these seem contradictory.  

Why did this problem arise? 

Two Famous Books by Adam Smith 

• The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) → Focuses on sympathy, ethics, and human 

emotions 

• The Wealth of Nations (1776) → Focuses on self-interest and markets 

Some scholars thought: 

• First book → Humans are moral and caring 

• Second book → Humans are selfish and profit-seeking 

➡This difference created what is called the “Das Adam Smith Problem”  

Is it really a contradiction? 

Modern Understanding (Important Insight) 
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• Most modern scholars say: 

 This is not a real problem 

 It is a misunderstanding  

• Smith’s ideas actually form a single unified philosophy combining: 

• Ethics (morality) 

• Economics (markets) 

How do morality and self-interest work together? 

 Humans are not purely selfish or purely moral 

 They act based on a mix of both 

Example 1: Shopkeeper 

 A shopkeeper sells goods to earn profit (self-interest) 

 But: 

 He must treat customers fairly 

 Maintain trust 

 So, morality supports self-interest 

 
 

 

05M.  India resumes wheat exports after a gap of 

four years 

                                  ग                       

     

 India resumes wheat exports after a gap of four years. 

                                  ग                             
 Indian traders have begun exporting wheat for the first 

time in four years, as ample stocks, higher global prices and 
firmer freight rates have opened a window for them to make 
small shipments to buyers in Asia and the Middle East, trade 
sources said. 

                      ,                                 ह       ग     
                ह ,                   , उ                औ  
                       औ                         छ                 
                  ह   

 Consumer goods conglomerate ITC started loading 
22,000 metric tons of wheat at the western port of Kandla for 

shipment to the United Arab Emirates, sources said, declining to be identified. 

                  ITC               ग      22,000            ह                                 
                         ह , ह       उ ह          ह                         
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05M.  War impacts April manufacturing 
PMI 

                              PMI    

 War impacts April manufacturing PMI. 

         manufacturing PMI                     
 Manufacturing activity in April 2026 slowed to 

its second-lowest level in nearly four years, showed a 
private sector survey of companies, with improvements 
seen compared to March, but new order levels still 
remaining historically low. 

      2026    manufacturing activity                 
                                  ह    ,                
               , ह                                      , 
      new orders                  ह              

 ह   
 The HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing 

Managers‟ Index (PMI) rose to 54.7 in April 2026 from 

53.9 in March. 

 HSBC India Manufacturing PMI         53.9         
     2026    54.7 ह       

 However, this level was still the second-lowest 
in 46 months. 

 ह      ,  ह            46  ह                         
 A reading above 50 denotes expansion in 

activity while one below 50 indicates a contraction. 

 50    ऊ          expansion           ह ,      50    
            contraction           ह   

„Mild recoveries‟ 

 „           ‟ 

 

05M.  National Stock Exchange unveils 
Electronic Gold Receipt 

                                ग               

     

 National Stock Exchange unveils Electronic Gold 
Receipt. 

                                ग                     
 The National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) on 

Monday launched Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) as a 
new segment, in a bid to create a more transparent and 

efficient price discovery of the yellow metal. 

 National Stock Exchange of India (NSE)              Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) 

                                  ,      gold                               transparent 

औ  efficient               
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 The move is expected to bridge the age-old gap between physical gold and the financial 
markets by offering a regulated, secure, and technologically-advanced platform for trading in 
the precious commodity, the exchange said in a statement. 

                    ह      ह     physical gold औ  financial markets                       
                    ,        ह regulated, secure औ  technologically-advanced platform 

          ह ,          precious commodity                        

 

05M.  JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT 

 JAL:                   NCLAT             

 JAL: Vedanta plea dismissed by NCLAT. 

 JAL: Vedanta           NCLAT              
 A company law appeals court rejected a challenge by 

mining billionaire Anil Agarwal‘s Vedanta Ltd. to the winning bid 
by Gautam Adani‘s group for bankrupt real estate firm 
Jaiprakash Associates Ltd. (JAL), whose assets include Formula 
One circuit. 

                                    उ                   

   Vedanta Ltd.                                 Jaiprakash 

Associates Ltd. (JAL)        ग                ह                                              
             ,                     Formula One circuit       ह   

 The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) did not find merit in the issues 
raised by Vedanta and dismissed its two petitions. 

 National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)    Vedanta       उ                
        ह        औ  उ    उ                                    

 A Bench held the Committee of Creditors were right in preferring Adani Group‘s ₹14,535 crore 
bid over Vedanta‘s resolution plan. 

                Committee of Creditors    Adani Group    ₹14,535                 Vedanta 

   resolution plan                   ह              
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05M.  Households face rising medical inflation 

                                        

 In 2025, the estimated average OOPE per hospitalisation case (excluding childbirth) was 
₹34,064 (₹31,484 in rural and ₹38,688 in urban) as per the Survey on Health conducted as 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
3 

part of the 80th round of the National Sample Survey. 

 2025                      औ   OOPE ₹34,064    (      ₹31,484 औ   ह   ₹38,688),      
   National Sample Survey (80th round)    Survey on Health               

 This is a huge jump from the 75th round where the average medical expenditure was ₹20,135 
in hospitalisation cases (excluding childbirth). 

  ह 75     उ                ह        ह ,  ह   औ       ₹20,135     
 For a large section of the population, this exceeds monthly household income. 

                 ह            ह उ                     ह   

Factors behind inflation 

                   

 The reasons for the rise in healthcare costs are multifaceted. 

 healthcare costs                 ह   
 ―Rising medical inflation can be attributed to rapid technological advancement resulting in 

costlier treatments, increased demand as non-communicable disease burden rises and 
population ages,‖ Dr. Aashna Mehta, associate professor at the Indian Institute of Public 
Health, said. 

   .                ह     technological advancement,      non-communicable diseases 

औ       ह                        ह    ह   ह  ह   
 Many patients often had to resort to private health institutions to take certain lab tests and 

undergo complex surgeries on account of quality issues and absence of these facilities in 
public hospitals. 

        औ                                   private hospitals     ह              ह   

Profit-driven model 

                 

 As public hospitals are overburdened and lack infrastructure, large corporate players entered 
the market to fill the gap. 

 public hospitals             ह                              
 Private equity investment in Indian healthcare stood at $5.5 billion in 2023. 

 2023    private equity investment $5.5 billion     
 The Supreme Court on March 4, 2025, urged States to come out with guidelines to regulate 

pricing in private hospitals to ensure patients were not exploited or compelled to undergo 
expensive treatments and scans. 

 Supreme Court    4      2025                                                             
 ह   

 ―Enforcement of regulations is challenging given the size of the private sector and 
heterogeneity among providers,‖ Dr. Mehta said. 

   .   ह       ह     regulation enforcement      ह   

 The average OOPE per patient was ₹1,06,566. 

          औ   OOPE ₹1,06,566     
 In over 30% of the cases, the families resorted to distress financing by taking out loans, 

selling jewellery and even property. 

 30%                     loans औ                        
 As of 2025, only 47.4% rural and 44.3% of urban households had some kind of health cover.  

 2025         47.4%       औ  44.3%  ह                  health cover     
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 Moreover, insurance does not cover everything. 

           छ      ह         
 ―Most insurance schemes only cover hospitalisation; OOPE as well as 

expenditure on medicines is left out,‖ Dr. Mehta said. 

   .   ह       ह                          hospitalisation          ह   
 The government‘s Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB- 

PMJAY) provides ₹5 lakh to 12 crore poor and vulnerable families. 

 Ayushman Bharat PMJAY 12                 ₹5                 ह   
 However, rejection of claims, delays, fraud and digital dependence affect its 

effectiveness. 

       claim rejection,      औ                                        ह   
 Another problem is the ―missing middle,‖ says Dr. Mehta. 

          “missing middle”    ह   
 ―Those who are not poor enough for government schemes and not rich 

enough for private insurance.‖ 

              ह  औ    ह                      ह   

Solutions ahead 

        

 India‘s public health expenditure is below 2% of GDP. 

         public health expenditure GDP    2%       ह   
 The Union Budget 2026 allocated ₹1,04,559 crore to healthcare, only 0.26% of 

GDP. 

 Union Budget 2026    ₹1,04,559                     
 The Clinical Establishments Act, 2010 mandates pricing regulation but 

implementation lags. 

 Clinical Establishments Act 2010      ह         ह           ह   ह     
 State governments should enforce pricing rules. 

          pricing rules              ह   
 Free treatment models used in polio, HIV and TB should be expanded. 

 polio, HIV, TB                        ह       ह   
 To address pharmaceutical inflation, the National List of Essential 

Medicines 2022 must be expanded. 

 National List of Essential Medicines 2022                ह   
 Currently, 384 drugs are included, while the WHO list has 520. 

     384       ह ,      WHO         520 ह   
 There is also a need to expand the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to 

include healthcare services. 

 Essential Commodities Act 1955                                   ह   

05M. „No to commodity derivative investments by institutions‟ 

 „                                             ‟ 

 ‗No to commodity derivative investments by institutions‘. 

               commodity derivatives              ह    
 The insurance and banking watchdogs are not inclined to allow institutions to invest in 

commodity derivatives, said SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey said at an event. 

 insurance औ  banking watchdogs            commodity derivatives                    

               ह   ह ,  ह SEBI Chairperson                                   ह   
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 In an interconnected securities market, a single weak link can create wider risks. 

         ह   securities market                                        ह   
 Regulated entities have to stay ahead of such risks through stronger cyber resilience, 

continuous monitoring and faster remediation. 

 regulated entities          cyber resilience,                औ                           

               ह   ह     
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05M Mexico City is sinking so fast, it can be seen from space 

                                                                      
 

05M. Mexico City is sinking so 
fast, it can be seen from space 

                                     
                                 

Mexico City is sinking /              
           

 Mexico City is sinking by nearly 
25 cm a year, according to new satellite 
imagery released this week by NASA, 

making it one of the world‘s fastest-
subsiding metropolises. 

                          25            
        ह  ह ,                ह            
                           ह ,        ह 

                               ग         
         ह   

 One of the world‘s most 
sprawling and populated urban areas, at 
7,800 sq. km and some 22 million 
people, the Mexican capital and 

surrounding cities were built atop an 
ancient lake bed. 

                    औ               
                  ,      7,800  ग       
    औ       2.2                    , 

 ह  ह                            ह   
 Many downtown streets were 

once canals, a tradition that continues in 

the rural fringes. 

                  ह           ,       
                                ह   
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 Extensive groundwater pumping and urban development have dramatically shrunk the 
aquifer, meaning that Mexico City has been sinking for more than a century. 

                औ   ह                  (aquifer)                      ह ,            

                                        ह  ह   
 This has left many monuments and older buildings — like the Metropolitan Cathedral — 

visibly tilted. 

              औ             —                        —                 ह              ह   
 The contracting aquifer has also contributed to a chronic water crisis. 

        ह                                         ह   
 ―It damages part of the critical infrastructure such as the subway, drainage system, 

potable water system, housing and streets,‖ said Enrique Cabral. 

― ह  ह                                ,                ,            ,      औ          
        ह       ह ,‖                      ह   

 In some parts it is happening at an average rate of 2 cm a month. 

  छ          ह औ    2                       ह   ह  ह   
 Such as at the main airport and the Angel of Independence monument. 

                       औ                            
 Overall that means a yearly subsidence rate of about 24 cm. 

                                   24      ह   
 Over less than a century, the drop has been more than 12 m. 

                     ह        12              ह       ह   
 The NASA estimates are based on measurements taken between October 2025 and 

January 2026 by the NISAR satellite. 

                      2025          2026                                               ह   
 This satellite can track real-time changes on the earth‘s surface. 

 ह उ  ह            ह                                       ह   
 It is a joint initiative between NASA and ISRO. 

 ह      औ                  ह  ह   
 Scientist Paul Rosen said the project reveals what is happening below the surface. 

                      ह      ह            ह                                     ह   
 With time, the team hopes to zoom in on specific areas and get building-by-building 

measurements. 

          ,                                     -                                 ह   
 Researchers also aim to apply the technology globally to track natural disasters, fault lines, 

and climate change. 

                    उ                                 ,            औ                 

                          ह   ह   
 It could help improve alert systems for events like volcanic eruptions. 

 ह                       घ                                             ह   
 For Mexico City, this technology is a major advance in studying subsidence and mitigating its 

effects. 

                     ह                       औ  उ                            ह       
     ह   

 For decades, the government largely ignored the issue except stabilising monument 
foundations. 

                                                                ह             
 


